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by Don Orf, Vice President, St. Louis Hills SBD

St. Louis Hills SBD encourages resident participation

As we began 2026, the St. Louis Hills Special Business As we began 2026, the St. Louis Hills Special Business 
District (SBD) said goodbye and thank you to two District (SBD) said goodbye and thank you to two 
founding board members who finished their terms—Tom founding board members who finished their terms—Tom 
Bene and Brian Hoeltge. They were instrumental in the Bene and Brian Hoeltge. They were instrumental in the 
development and formation of the SBD and we are very development and formation of the SBD and we are very 
grateful for their service to our community! With those grateful for their service to our community! With those 
departures, we welcomed Kevin Kozminske and Chip departures, we welcomed Kevin Kozminske and Chip 
Kastner on to the board—both Kevin and Chip have been Kastner on to the board—both Kevin and Chip have been 
deeply involved in the neighborhood for years and we are deeply involved in the neighborhood for years and we are 
fortunate to have them join us!fortunate to have them join us!
As of this writing, while there are no “major” projects As of this writing, while there are no “major” projects 
pending, we continue to fund important projects that help pending, we continue to fund important projects that help 
to make the neighborhood the safe and livable place that to make the neighborhood the safe and livable place that 
we all love. The SBD is also discussing additional project we all love. The SBD is also discussing additional project 
funding opportunities in 2026, including collaborations funding opportunities in 2026, including collaborations 
with the City and other neighborhood organizations. Right with the City and other neighborhood organizations. Right 
now, the SBD has been or is involved in:now, the SBD has been or is involved in:
•	•	 The completion of the new midblock crosswalks on all The completion of the new midblock crosswalks on all 

four sides of Francis Park, which was funded in 2025.four sides of Francis Park, which was funded in 2025.
•	•	 Putting out an RFP for the landscaping for two public Putting out an RFP for the landscaping for two public 

areas: the crosswalk garden beds at Nottingham & areas: the crosswalk garden beds at Nottingham & 
Childress; and the island area at Donovan & Jamieson. Childress; and the island area at Donovan & Jamieson. 
The RFP includes the design, planting, and ongoing The RFP includes the design, planting, and ongoing 
maintenance of these two areas.maintenance of these two areas.

•	•	 Supporting the annual Easter Egg Hunt along with the Supporting the annual Easter Egg Hunt along with the 
SLHNA.SLHNA.

•	•	 Ongoing nightly police officer patrols by The City’s Ongoing nightly police officer patrols by The City’s 
Finest. Finest. 

Going forward, the SBD will assist with a road update of Going forward, the SBD will assist with a road update of 
Jamieson between Chippewa and Hampton—likely in Jamieson between Chippewa and Hampton—likely in 
2027—but dependent on the City’s schedule. We continue 2027—but dependent on the City’s schedule. We continue 
to work not only with the SLHNA, but also with Friends to work not only with the SLHNA, but also with Friends 
of Francis Park, Friends of Willmore Park, and other local of Francis Park, Friends of Willmore Park, and other local 
organizations as they come up with valuable projects to organizations as they come up with valuable projects to 
bring to life. bring to life. 
Three other things should be mentioned with regard to the Three other things should be mentioned with regard to the 
SBD are monthly meetings, funding requests and general SBD are monthly meetings, funding requests and general 

information about what is going on in the SBD:information about what is going on in the SBD:
Monthly Meeting:Monthly Meeting:
The Board of Commissioners meets every month on the The Board of Commissioners meets every month on the 
third Wednesday of the month. Locations may change and third Wednesday of the month. Locations may change and 
are noted on the website (www.stlhillssbd.com), with the are noted on the website (www.stlhillssbd.com), with the 
preferred locations as Buder Library.preferred locations as Buder Library.
Meeting materials for each meeting are also accessible on Meeting materials for each meeting are also accessible on 
the website by following the link next to the time of each the website by following the link next to the time of each 
meeting. We encourage you to attend our meetings and meeting. We encourage you to attend our meetings and 
stay informed about issues affecting the district.stay informed about issues affecting the district.
Funding Requests:Funding Requests:
Anyone with a viable idea/project can submit a funding Anyone with a viable idea/project can submit a funding 
request by going to the SBD website (www.stlhillssbd.request by going to the SBD website (www.stlhillssbd.
com). Go to the “Funding Request” tab and follow the com). Go to the “Funding Request” tab and follow the 
instructions. The more detail you include (i.e. area, instructions. The more detail you include (i.e. area, 
scope, potential cost, etc.), the easier it is to assess and scope, potential cost, etc.), the easier it is to assess and 
understand, and we’ll certainly want you or your group to understand, and we’ll certainly want you or your group to 
present the idea at a meeting. If you have questions, you present the idea at a meeting. If you have questions, you 
can email: taxingdistricts@pcd-stl.org or any of the board can email: taxingdistricts@pcd-stl.org or any of the board 
members whose contact info is on the home page of the members whose contact info is on the home page of the 
web site. web site. 
General Information:General Information:
We’re often asked about updates on various projects or We’re often asked about updates on various projects or 
reports from our security company. You can find all this reports from our security company. You can find all this 
information on our web site as well. Just click on the information on our web site as well. Just click on the 
“Meeting Materials” link at the top of our home page “Meeting Materials” link at the top of our home page 
and you can find agendas and materials for all of our and you can find agendas and materials for all of our 
meetings broken out by year. Click on the year, and you’ll meetings broken out by year. Click on the year, and you’ll 
see monthly links. If you can’t find something, please use see monthly links. If you can’t find something, please use 
the email referenced above or contact one of the board the email referenced above or contact one of the board 
members. members. 
Finally, if you are interested in helping with or serving on Finally, if you are interested in helping with or serving on 
the board or a committee of the board, please reach out. the board or a committee of the board, please reach out. 
Our board is designed to add new members every year—Our board is designed to add new members every year—
we’re always in need of fresh ideas and perspectives!we’re always in need of fresh ideas and perspectives!
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Board Members, Chairs and PartnersBoard Members, Chairs and Partners
SLHNASLHNA
OfficersOfficers
PPresident resident 
Ken GabelKen Gabel

Vice President Vice President 
Liz O’BrienLiz O’Brien

TreasurerTreasurer  
Matt BorowiakMatt Borowiak

SecretarySecretary  
Pat TalleyPat Talley

Sergeant at Arms Sergeant at Arms 
Jamie DunphyJamie Dunphy

Executive Director Executive Director 
Ed NaegerEd Naeger

Past President Past President 
Nan VordtriedeNan Vordtriede

Executive CommitteeExecutive Committee
Advisory Board Advisory Board 
Mike Banahan Mike Banahan 

Tyler Hicks Tyler Hicks 
Mark Johnston Mark Johnston 

Bob Lange Bob Lange 
Wayne Myrick Wayne Myrick 
Carol Wilson Carol Wilson 
Kevin Walsh Kevin Walsh 

Joel GlasscockJoel Glasscock

Business Coordinator Business Coordinator 
Brad Arteaga & Carol WilsonBrad Arteaga & Carol Wilson

MarketingMarketing  
Sarah SegerSarah Seger

Newsletter EditorNewsletter Editor  
Chip KastnerChip Kastner

MembershipMembership  
Nan VordtriedeNan Vordtriede

Streets & Property Streets & Property 
Sal EasterleySal Easterley

CommitteesCommittees
HistoryHistory  

Nan VordtriedeNan Vordtriede

NewsletterNewsletter  
Chip KastnerChip Kastner

Social Media/Communications Social Media/Communications 
Sarah SegerSarah Seger

Website Website 
Katie McLaughlinKatie McLaughlin

Welcome Committee Welcome Committee 
OpenOpen

Events and ProgramsEvents and Programs
Easter Egg Hunt Easter Egg Hunt 

Caitlin Wahle

Christmas Lighting Awards Christmas Lighting Awards 
Caitlin & Michael Kremer

Christmas Tree Lighting Christmas Tree Lighting 
Rob Curtin

Gateway Cup Gateway Cup 
Brad Arteaga

Holiday PartyHoliday Party 
Laura Oldenburg

House TourHouse Tour 
Nina Chastain 

Joan Chadwick

Lawn & Garden Awards Lawn & Garden Awards 
Sarah Seger

ScholarshipScholarship 
Toni & Steve Zychinski

St. Louis Hills SBDSt. Louis Hills SBD
PresidentPresident  

Patrick KutzPatrick Kutz

Vice President Vice President 
Don OrfDon Orf

Treasurer Treasurer 
Kevin KozminskeKevin Kozminske

SecretarySecretary  
Heather SandersHeather Sanders

CommissionersCommissioners  
John Fuchs & Chip KastnerJohn Fuchs & Chip Kastner

Community PartnersCommunity Partners
Friends of Francis ParkFriends of Francis Park  

Thomas ByrneThomas Byrne

Friends of Willmore ParkFriends of Willmore Park  
Aaron Dohogne Aaron Dohogne 

Willmore Park SocietyWillmore Park Society  
Sal EasterleySal Easterley

Art in the Park Art in the Park 
Amanda LovelaceAmanda Lovelace

Run for the Hills Run for the Hills 
Wayne MyrickWayne Myrick

Elevens Footgolf Elevens Footgolf 
Jim RobbenJim Robben

Grub and Groove Grub and Groove 
Kevin KozminskeKevin Kozminske

Hampton Chippewa Hampton Chippewa 
Business AssociationBusiness Association  

Greg MeyerGreg Meyer

SOHA Business District SOHA Business District 
Chris DePalmaChris DePalma

District 2 Commander District 2 Commander 
Capt. Tony AubuchonCapt. Tony Aubuchon

Police Officer Liaison Police Officer Liaison 
Gus KaragiannisGus Karagiannis

Neighborhood Improvement Neighborhood Improvement 
SpecialistSpecialist  

Andrew HernandezAndrew Hernandez

2nd Ward Alderman 2nd Ward Alderman 
Tom OldenburgTom Oldenburg

82nd State Representative 82nd State Representative 
Nick KimbleNick Kimble

by Wayne Myrick

Now is the perfect time to start preparing for the 35th Annual 
Run for the Hills, taking place at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 
19. The 1-mile youth race and 1-mile walk will follow at 9:00 a.m.
Thirty-five years is a remarkable milestone for any event. 
I’m incredibly grateful for the continued support from our 
neighborhood, sponsors, and the running community that has 
sustained this event for so long.
Since its beginning in 1991, Run for the Hills has been the number 
one fundraiser for Francis Park. It’s hard to imagine what our 
park would look like today without the impact of this race and the 
dedication of our volunteers. I hope you’ll consider participating 
this year—as a runner, walker, volunteer, or sponsor.
I’d also like to share an important reminder about the event. 
While we’ve been fortunate to avoid major mishaps over the past 
35 years, safety must always remain our top priority—for our 
runners, walkers, and volunteers alike.
In my fifteen years as race director, I’ve come to expect one 
particular concern each year: impatient drivers attempting to 
enter the race course. The possibility of someone getting hurt 
because a driver is unwilling to take a detour keeps race organizers 
up at night. 
We recognize that street closures can be inconvenient, and we 
deeply appreciate the many residents who plan ahead by moving 
their vehicles outside course boundaries the night before or early 
the morning of the race. Your cooperation makes a tremendous 
difference.
As we look ahead to September 19, here are a few important 
reminders:
•	 Zero tolerance for unsafe driving: Drivers who attempt to 

bypass road closures or enter the course will be reported to the 
2nd District Police, who will be present during the event.

•	 Support our volunteers: The individuals stationed at street 
closures are there for one reason—to keep our runners 
and walkers safe. They are giving their time to serve the 
community. Please treat them with kindness and respect.

•	 Advance notice is provided: Every home within the course 
boundaries receives written notification 1–2 weeks prior to the 
event, allowing ample time to plan ahead.

•	 Celebrate the impact: This race has raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for the beautification of Francis Park—
something our entire neighborhood can be proud of.

Here’s to a safe, enjoyable, and spirited Run for the Hills—filled 
with good cheer, patience, and maybe even a few personal records.

Run for the Hills turns 35
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Easy to Register online 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MO/SaintLouis/StLRunfortheHills 

               OR  use QR code

Register by September 7 to be guaranteed a t-shirt.  
Prices increase to $30 on September 12, 2026 11:59 pm CDT.
*See registration for guidelines for submitting virtual race times. 

September 19, 2026 
5K Run/1M Walk/1M Youth Run

2021

Questions: Call (314) 749-8661 

Start training today for one of the best races in StL! Run the 5k, walk the 1 miler, watch your kids  
compete in the 1 mile race or sign up to show your support and get an awesome commemorative  
t-shirt. This year marks our 35th consecutive year and 100% of the money raised from the Run for  
the Hills is spent directly on improvements in our beloved neighborhood Francis Park. Please sign  
up to support your park and neighborhood and encourage your neighbors and friends to join you!
• Best race food in StL including Ted Drewes, StL Bread Co, Pretzel Boys, LeGrands, Schnucks 
   and Dierbergs
• Super cool blended t-shirt
• Awards for the top runners
• Cheer on your favorite runners along the route
• Choose from:  
 – 5K Run through beautiful St Louis Hills ($25 in person or virtual runner with  
        submitted time*)
 – 1 mile walk around Francis Park ($20)
 – 1 mile timed youth race around Francis Park ($20)
 – Don’t want to run or walk? Be a neighborhood supporter and sign up for the shirt ($25)

Years Running

RRuunn  ffoorr  tthhee  HHiillllss

Big River 
Running Community Support Award Winner



by Steve and Toni Zychinski

SLHNA scholarship application deadline is April 29
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Membership in the St. Louis Hills 
Neighborhood Association (SLHNA) 
is an excellent way to contribute to 
the camaraderie of our beautiful 
neighborhood. Another great benefit 
of membership is eligibility for our 
annual scholarship competition.
Any child or legal dependent of a 
SLHNA member is eligible to apply for 
the one-time scholarship based upon 
the following criteria:
•	 The member lives within the 

boundaries of St. Louis Hills
•	 The member’s household has two 

Lawn & Garden season is here! by Sarah Seger

current and consecutive years of 
paid SLHNA membership

•	 The applicant is at least an eighth 
grade student

•	 The applicant is attending or 
planning to attend an educational 
institution (public high school, 
private high school, trade school, 
technical school, vocational school, 
two-year college, four-year college/
university, PhD/Med School/Law 
School/Fellow program, and so 
forth)

Two one-time scholarships of $750 will 
be awarded.

One of my favorite traditions in St. 
Louis Hills is back - our annual Lawn 
& Garden Awards! Each year it’s so 
much fun to see the creativity and care 
our neighbors put into their yards, 
gardens, and front porches. It’s one 
of the many things that makes our 
neighborhood such a beautiful place 
to live.
Judging will begin Memorial Day 
weekend and continue throughout 

the neighborhood until just before the 
Fourth of July. Our volunteer judges 
will be walking the streets of St. Louis 
Hills looking for yards and gardens 
that stand out for their beauty, color, 
and overall curb appeal.
Winners will receive yard signs and 
neighborhood bragging rights, and 
we’ll share the results on social media. 
Mostly, though, this tradition is just a 
great way to celebrate summer and the 

The Scholarship Chairs will receive 
completed applications. Personal 
information will be redacted. The 
redacted applications will then be 
reviewed by a panel of judges, who will 
select two scholarship recipients.
The two recipients selected by the 
judges will be contacted directly by 
email by the end of May. Updates to 
the Association’s website and social 
media will also announce the selected 
recipients.
Each applicant must:
•	 Complete the 

pride so many of our neighbors take in 
their homes.
So keep planting, watering, and 
enjoying your time in the garden. 
We’re excited to see the neighborhood 
in full bloom!
Have a lawn & garden to nominate 
or want to be a judge? Reach out to 
sarahseger15@gmail.com.

Dear Neighbors,
I hope you are enjoying the pedestrian safety 
improvements around Francis Park…the jewel of our 
neighborhood.  The installation of new mid-block 
crosswalks were designed to make it safer and easier for 
residents and visitors to access our park. These upgrades 
include curb bump-outs, high-visibility pavement 
markings, and flashing pedestrian signals. Together, these 
improvements are already making a noticeable difference 
by slowing traffic, increasing driver awareness, and 
creating safer crossing points for everyone.
Francis Park is one of our neighborhood’s greatest 
assets.  It is a place where families gather, children play, 

Aldermanic Update by Alderman Tom Oldenburg
and neighbors connect. As activity continues to grow, it 
is essential that we prioritize pedestrian safety not only 
within the park, but also along the streets that surround 
it. Safe access to and from the park is a critical part of 
preserving what makes this space so special.
I appreciate the community’s patience and support as we 
actively worked to bring these improvements to life. We 
will continue to monitor their effectiveness and explore 
additional ways to enhance safety throughout St. Louis 
Hills.
As always, please feel free to reach out with feedback or 
suggestions.

Cot’d on Page 7
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by Caitlin Wahle

Annual St. Louis Hills Easter Egg Hunt draws a crowd

Despite the mud and drizzle the morning of, 
the annual St. Louis Hills Easter Egg Hunt 
proved to be a huge success! There was a 
significant turnout from the community, 
enchanting face painting by Laura with 
Playful Paints, dear Adelaide as our Easter 
bunny, and plenty of joy to share. A 
special shout out to volunteers from the 
neighborhood and students from Bishop 
DuBuorg and St. Gabriel schools for their 
help! A sweet thank you to Ted Drewes for 
their generous gift card donations as well. 
We hope to see everyone again next year!

Crowds gather for the annual Easter Egg Hunt.  Photo by Caitlin Wahle.

by Sal Easterley

Want to join the Streets and Property Committee?

The St. Louis Hills Streets & Property Committee continues 
its work to support the  long‑term appearance, stability, 
and property values of the neighborhood.
Over the past  year, several properties were reviewed 
and addressed, resulting in upgrades and  improvements 
that contribute to the overall quality and consistency of 
the community.  These efforts are part of our ongoing 
commitment to keeping St. Louis Hills beautiful and  
supporting the shared values that make our neighborhood 
such a special and desirable place to live. 
As the committee advances its work, it is seeking to expand 
its membership. A few long‑serving members have recently 
stepped down, creating opportunities for additional  
residents to participate. This is an excellent opportunity 
for newer neighbors who wish to become more involved in 

the community and contribute to the continued strength 
of St.  Louis Hills. The time commitment is modest: the 
committee meets once per quarter, with  most additional 
communication and follow‑up conducted electronically 
through email or  text. 
The Streets & Property Committee plays an important 
role in preserving the character of St.  Louis Hills and 
supporting the continued strength of property values 
throughout the  neighborhood.
Residents who are interested in serving or learning more 
about the committee’s work are encouraged to become 
involved. Continued participation from  engaged neighbors 
ensures that St. Louis Hills remains a well‑maintained, 
attractive, and  highly valued community. 

From the City Comptroller by Donna Baringer, 
City Comptroller

As Comptroller, my office serves as the City’s chief financial 
officer, with a responsibility to ensure transparency and 
accountability across all departments. We oversee essential 
functions including accounting, financial reporting, 
payroll, and the processing of city payments, acting as 
careful stewards of taxpayer dollars.
Given the breadth of this work, we publish a monthly 
newsletter to highlight the different divisions within 
our office and the important work they do on behalf of 
residents. I encourage you to stay informed by subscribing 

to our newsletter at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/
sl/2aMgecU.
One of our most important responsibilities is conducting 
independent internal audits. These audits evaluate City 
operations, identify risks, and recommend improvements 
to strengthen efficiency and compliance. I encourage 
residents to review our completed internal audits and learn 
more about our work by visiting the Comptroller’s website 
and navigating to the “Internal Audit” section.
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Happy Spring, St. Louis Hills! We have made it through the 
winter months and are once again approaching the season 
where our district and neighborhood shines with the most 
amount of visitors and events that allow us to showcase the 
hard work of our volunteers and beauty of what city living 
can and should be. Thank you to all of those who continue 
to pour in countless hours to make our community shine. 
As I write this update, we are halfway through our session 
in Jefferson City. While we do not yet know what has or has 
not been signed by the Governor, I can update everyone 
on what has passed the House and awaits Senate approval. 
The Governor’s number one priority is the elimination of 
the state income tax. If passed by the senate and signed 
in its current state by the Governor, it would then go to a 
vote of the people, most likely in November. The proposal 
would take the already very low state income tax and 
gradually phase it out to be replaced with an expanded 
and raised sales tax. Some estimates note that state sales 
tax would need to be raised as high as 9% to replace the 
state’s operating budget at current levels. This would lead 
to an increased tax rate for seniors and about 85% of 
Missourians given current state tax brackets and income 
levels. I will be sure to keep everyone up to date in my bi-

Jefferson City update by Nick Kimble, 82nd District 
State Representative

weekly newsletter and social media updates. 
There are also a number of historic and state tax credit 
bills moving through the house that would be extremely 
beneficial for many of the buildings in downtown St. Louis. 
These would greatly aid in the renovation and restoration 
of decaying buildings and office towers that business 
groups would like to turn into mixed-use and family 
orientated living spaces to increase foot traffic and our 
downtown population. There is still a long way to go before 
we see construction begin on these former office spaces 
but the more cranes we can get in the air to revitalize 
downtown the better. 
As always, my goal is to represent the people of the 82nd 
district, our shared values, and work to get meaningful 
things accomplished for the City of St. Louis. Ensuring that 
our government entities can function efficiently to deliver 
progress, which I believe will help grow the region, is 
always my number one priority. We must think regionally 
and row in the same direction in order to reverse the 
population loss our City has suffered in recent decades.
I hope to see many of you in district and at our parks this 
spring and summer!

by Nan Vordtriede

The return of Gooey Louie to the neighborhood

Their Facebook message read: “BIG NEWS ST. LOUIS! 
After five long years away from our original city home, we 
will be reopening on Chippewa early 2026. We greatly miss 
our long-term friends and customers on the south side of 
town. We are getting ready to celebrate 20 years in St. Louis 
next year!”
And reopen with the bright yellow and violet awning and 
Louie logo, Debbie Stieferman and her crew have done so. 
Offering large and miniature gooey butter cakes, special 
fundraiser opportunities, and “your logo here” (on your 
boxes). Goodies from original to key lime to chocolate 
Chippewa, to chuck berries, to blueberry, to turtle park, 
and many more flavors. The store is full of fun and 
intriguing St. Louis produced goodies as small gifts to share 
with your gooey butter cake.
Located at 6736 Chippewa Ave, next to Ted Drewes.  Their 
website can be found at https://www.gooeybuttercake.com.
Go visit Debbie and her crew for a yummy gooey butter 
cake flavor and some St. Louis created treats! After five years, Gooey Louie has returned to St. Louis Hills, where it 

first opened nearly 20 years ago. Photo by Nan Vordtriede.
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by Tom Byrne, President, Friends of Francis Park

As many of you know, Friends of Francis Park is a not-
for-profit organization formed more than 10 years ago 
to help keep Francis Park looking its best.  It is run by 
neighborhood volunteers and supports park maintenance 
and beautification projects, and sponsors park events.
Over the years, we have planted dozens if not hundreds of 
native Missouri trees in the park to restore the canopy.  We 
have hired contractors to take down dangerous dead trees 
and remove fallen branches from the park.  We sponsor 
the lily pond and corner garden plantings.  We built the 
gazebo and native plant garden, which attracts monarch 
butterflies and pollinators to the park.  We raised money to 
design and build the David Francis statue and contributed 
substantially to the cost of the new playground equipment 
that was installed last year.  We hire landscapers to mow 
the park and edge the sidewalks for park events every fall.  
We sponsor park clean-ups in the spring and fall of each 
year.  We hire workers each summer to water plants, pick 

up trash and work on other maintenance projects.  Last 
year, with the support of the SBD we restored the handball 
courts, which were not in good condition.
We also sponsor various park events, which raise money 
for the park, such as Run for the Hills, the Footgolf 
Tournament and Art in the Park.
All of this would not be possible without the support of our 
generous members and volunteers.  If you would like to 
help contribute to this effort, please consider becoming a 
member of Friends of Francis Park.  We offer memberships 
at the $100 level for families, and at the $50 and $30 level 
for individuals.  If you would prefer to make a one time 
contribution to support our efforts, any amount would 
be appreciated.  Checks may be sent to our Treasurer, 
Judy Murphy, at 6426 Eichelberger, and our website 
(friendsoffrancispark.org) accepts Paypal.  Thanks for 
considering supporting our organization!

The Willmore Park Society was created to honor the legacy 
of Cyrus Crane Willmore, the visionary developer and 
builder whose work shaped St. Louis Hills and helped 
define the character of the surrounding community. 
The organization is formally approved by both the St. 
Louis Hills Neighborhood Association and the Boulevard 
Heights Neighborhood Association, reflecting broad 
community support for its mission and future initiatives.
As the Society grows, volunteers play a vital role in 
expanding its impact. The group is actively seeking 

Willmore Park Society by Sal Easterley

Scholarship Cont’d from Page 4
application found on the Association’s website

•	 Provide a list of any academic honors and/or 
extracurricular activities

•	 Write and submit an essay of 150 words or less 
answering the question “How have you contributed to 
making Saint Louis Hills a better place to live?”

•	 Provide a 3rd quarter/2nd trimester report card
•	 Submit two - three reference letters.
The application deadline is April 29, 2026, which is 
a Wednesday. The completed application and related 
documents must be postmarked by that date. No electronic 
submissions will be considered.
The monetary award will be distributed by September 9th, 

Join Friends of Francis Park and help keep our park beautiful

community volunteers, board members, and donors who 
share a passion for preserving the park, strengthening 
neighborhood connections, and supporting projects that 
enhance the overall experience of Willmore Park. Residents 
who wish to stay informed can join the Society’s monthly 
newsletter by emailing willmoreparksociety@gmail.com.
The Willmore Park Society also maintains an online 
presence on Facebook and an additional home for 
updates, event details, and historical information at www.
willmoreparksociety.com.

2026 and made payable to each recipient’s educational 
institution, not to the recipient directly.
We ask that the selected applicants provide a recent picture 
for our newsletter and attend the June 18th 2026 SLHNA 
meeting to receive award certificates.
For further information and an application, go to https://
stlhills.com/scholarships/.
Please contact Scholarship Chairs Toni and Steve Zychinski 
with any questions. Toni Zychinski’s direct phone is (314) 
440-2355.
Interested in becoming a judge? Contact Toni Zychinski at 
(314) 440-2355 to learn more.



Important Neighborhood Contact InformationImportant Neighborhood Contact Information
St. Louis Police (SLMPD) Non-Emergency St. Louis Police (SLMPD) Non-Emergency 

Number:Number: 314-231-1212 314-231-1212

Commander, 2nd District SLMPD: Commander, 2nd District SLMPD: 
Capt. Tony Aubuchon, 314-444-0100Capt. Tony Aubuchon, 314-444-0100

Police Officer Liaison, 2nd District SLMPD: Police Officer Liaison, 2nd District SLMPD: 
Officer Gus Karagiannis, 314-444-0161 Officer Gus Karagiannis, 314-444-0161 

gkaragiannis@slmpd.orggkaragiannis@slmpd.org

Problem Properties Officers: Problem Properties Officers: 
Anna Biondolillo, ambiondolillo@slmpd.org Anna Biondolillo, ambiondolillo@slmpd.org 

Dave Krapf, dekrapf@slmpd.orgDave Krapf, dekrapf@slmpd.org

Crimestoppers: Crimestoppers: 866-371-TIPS866-371-TIPS

City Fraud Hotline: City Fraud Hotline: 314-641-8600314-641-8600

Citizens Service Bureau:Citizens Service Bureau:  314-622-4800314-622-4800

Refuse Division: Refuse Division: 314-353-8900314-353-8900

Neighborhood Improvement Specialist: Neighborhood Improvement Specialist: 
Andrew Hernandez, 314-657-1377 Andrew Hernandez, 314-657-1377 

hernandeza@stlouis-mo.govhernandeza@stlouis-mo.gov

SBD Website:SBD Website: www.stlhillssbd.com  www.stlhillssbd.com 

SLHNA Website:SLHNA Website: www.stlhills.com www.stlhills.com

SLHNA Facebook: SLHNA Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/stlhills/https://www.facebook.com/stlhills/

Friends of Francis Park Website: Friends of Francis Park Website: 
www.friendsoffrancispark.orgwww.friendsoffrancispark.org

Friends of Francis Park Facebook: Friends of Francis Park Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/FriendsOfFrancisPark/www.facebook.com/FriendsOfFrancisPark/

Friends of Willmore Park Facebook: Friends of Willmore Park Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/https://www.facebook.com/
groups/3275363809382426/groups/3275363809382426/

2nd Ward Alderman: 2nd Ward Alderman: 
Tom Oldenburg, 314-896-0204 Tom Oldenburg, 314-896-0204 

oldenburgt@stlouis-mo.govoldenburgt@stlouis-mo.gov

82nd State Representative: 82nd State Representative: 
Nick Kimble, 573-751-4220 Nick Kimble, 573-751-4220 

Nick.Kimble@house.mo.govNick.Kimble@house.mo.gov

St. Louis Hills
News and Views
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Editor and Layout
Chip Kastner

To view all past newsletters, and
for information on upcoming events,

visit www.stlhills.com.

Visit the St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stlhills

Want to edit 
this newsletter?
We are looking for a new editor 

for this newsletter.
Responsibilities include solicit-
ing and proofreading articles, 
laying out the newsletter and 

coordinating distribution. Ideal 
candidates will be familiar with 

Adobe InDesign.

Email newsletter@stlhills.com 
 if interested!

SOUTHCITYCUP.COM
SOUTHCITYCUP@GMAIL.COM

SOUTH CITY
CUP

Cost: $210 per team with a 4 game guarantee*
Who: St. Louis Archdiocesan teams currently in Pre-K through 8th grade for the 2025-2026
school year (4-6 players per team)

Teams should be comprised of players from the same parish. Should you have
difficulty filling a team with parish team members, please reach out to discuss options

Registration Guide: Review our step-by-step guide
Register Here: Registration deadline is 5/17/26 or when division is filled
Rules and Regulations

       *PreK division is a 3 game guarantee at $150 per team 

SATURDAY
June 13, 2026

BISHOP DUBOURG H.S. 
& FRANCIS PARK

Join us for the first annual South
City Cup 3v3 soccer tournament.
Let's come together as a faith
based community to showcase
the talents of our local parishes
and celebrate our rich soccer
history!

REGISTER YOUR TEAM TODAY!Calling all small Calling all small 
condo associationscondo associations

The St. Louis Hills Self-
Managing condo group 
invites board members 
and residents of small 
condo associations in 
our neighborhood to 

join our biannual Condo 
Roundtable meetings and 

be added to our email 
list.

These gatherings have 
become an invaluable 

forum for sharing trusted 
vendor and contractor 

recommendations, 
discussing legal and 

financial challenges, and 
comparing notes on the 
rapidly rising insurance 
costs affecting condo 

communities across the 
region over the past two 

years. By connecting 
with one another, we 

strengthen our buildings, 
our budgets, and our 

neighborhood as a whole.

If your condo association 
would like to participate 

or be added to the 
distribution list, we’d love 

to have you.

Together, we can make 
navigating these issues 

easier for everyone in St. 
Louis Hills.

Sal Easterley 
sal_easterley@att.net

St. Louis Hills history trivia
1. Baseball legends Stan Musial, Red Schoendienst and Joe Garagiola 

lived in St. Louis Hills.

2. Video interviews of Ted Drewes and Ron Elz (Johnny Rabbitt) 
can be seen on the St. Louis Neighborhood Association website at 

https://stlhills.com/neighborhood-history/

3. On Christmas Eve of 1916, a man dressed as Santa Claus delivered 
a deed for sixty acres of land, donated by David R. Francis, as a 

Christmas gift to the City of St. Louis. That land became Francis Park.

4. Contact the history committee if you have any questions, historical 
facts or artifacts. Plant for pollinators!

If you’re looking for something new to add 
to your garden this year, consider planting 
flowers that support pollinators like bees 
and butterflies. These little visitors play 
an important role in helping plants grow 
and thrive, and they bring a lot of life and 
movement to your garden.

A few pollinator-friendly plants that do really 
well here in St. Louis include:

•	 Purple coneflowers
•	 Black-eyed Susans
•	 Milkweed (great for monarch butterflies)
•	 Lavender
•	 Bee balm or salvia

Planting them in small groups helps 
pollinators find them more easily, and 
choosing native plants is always a great option 
for our climate. Plus, watching butterflies and 
bees visit your flowers all summer long is one 
of the simple joys of having a garden.


