
by Michael Zensen

Art in the Park brings record crowd 
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Visitors browse the dozens of artists whose wares were up for sale during Art in the Park 2018.  Photo provided by 
Michael Zensen.

The last Sunday in September turned out to be bright and 
mild - a perfect day for Art in the Park 2018. Amid the 
flowers blooming from the glistening lily pond in Francis 
Park, our neighborhood saw a record turnout for this 
annual event. The day started with a brisk chill at 5:00 
am as 50 of your friends and neighbors gathered to setup, 
organize, greet the artists upon arrival and ensure their safe 
passage through the park. The event kickoff was, as usual, at 
10:00 am with the smooth sounds of Steve Bauer, as people 
strolled into the park from home, church and outside the 
neighborhood.
Sixty-two curated artists were there to greet parkgoers along 
with 20 sponsors and not-for-profit groups  that provided 
games and activities for children. Veterans of the event 
might have noticed some new colorful banners drawing 
crowds to the Raffle booths at the north and south ends of 
the lily pond, the Children’s Art Creation Station, the adult 
libation areas, and the Hospitality tent. The event was a full 
day of art, classic cars, old-time baseball, and live music. 
Families were able to linger to see the musical transition to 
the 9th Street Surfers and Fanfare while taking respite from 
the sun under the newly provided shade tents.

This was a the first Art in the Park without dear Rosemary, 
but the Lilly Pond was in glorious bloom thanks to Jody 
Freeman, Kitty Quinn, Dan Kelly, Nina Liebler, Diana 
Doughtery, Judith Doss, and Jane Wright. Who knows, 
Rosemary might have been so happy with her heirs’ work, 
she may have pulled some harp strings with the man 
upstairs to make the weather so spectacular.
We thank all of you who attended and made purchases. 
This event is not possible without both our sponsors and 
neighborhood participation. Please visit our website, 
artintheparkstl.com, to see our sponsors and the list of 
your friends and neighbors who volunteered to create this 
event for the neighborhood. We will be soliciting additional 
volunteers at the turn of the new year so consider helping 
plan Art In the Park 2019.
Special thanks go to our board of directors and event 
planning group who work virtually all year planning the 
event: Michael Zensen, Janice Starbuck, Paul Jost, Elizabeth 
Brennan, Bobbi Ross, Steve Strobl, Tim O’Rourke, Joan 
Burnes, Kevin Liddy, and Nan Vordtriede. A special thanks 
to Diana Daugherty, David and Kim Leahy, Phil and Janet 

Mannhard, Kevin Liddy, Janice 
Starbuck, Steve Strobl, Tom 
Scheifler and Margie Uxa for 
dedicating their time leading up 
to the event and all day before, 
during and after the event.
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by Wayne Myrick

Run For The Hills attracts hundreds
Thank you for continuing to support one of the best and 
oldest 5k runs in St Louis, our very own Run for the Hills.  
This year’s Run was our 27th annual event that woke up our 
neighborhood with 500 walkers and runners, 100 volunteers, 
hundreds of neighborhood supporters, 26 sponsors, tons 
of frozen custard from Ted Drewes, brownies and sparkling 
raspberry lemonade from Edibles and Essentials, bagels from 
St Louis Bread Company, inflatables for the kids and loud 
early morning music that enlivened the neighborhood on 
another gorgeous Run for the Hills morning. 

This year’s event was especially memorable as we honored 
our dear friend, Rosemary Spitler, who was surely smiling 
down upon us.  Rosemary was our volunteer coordinator 
since the first Run for the Hills and we missed her dearly this 
year. The Run shirts sweetly memorialize Rosemary on the 
right sleeve.

Through the years, the Run for the Hills has raised $500,000 
for Francis Park! It was the first and only event which raised 
money for the park for many years before we welcomed 
additional fundraising events such as the St Louis Hills 
House Tour, Art in the Park, Grub and Groove and the 2018 
debut of The Elevens Foot Golf Tournament.  As residents 
of St Louis Hills, each of us should generously support these 
events who exist to make our park and our neighborhood 
more beautiful each year.

As this is the time of year we reflect on gratitude, we should 
all be thankful for our loyal $500 sponsors who are shown 
below- please support our neighborhood businesses!  We 
are also  grateful for our 100 plus volunteers.  Thank you for 
waking up early on the third Saturday of each September 
with smiles and cheers for our runners! 

We should all be thankful for our Run for the Hills committee-
I’ve got to tell you that it is so much fun to work on a board 
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or committee with such great, selfless people.  We work 
really hard but we share a lot of laughs too!  Cathy Myrick, 
Mike and Geralyn Banahan, Judy Murphy, Gerry Murphy, 
John Burghoff,  Lynn Wolf,  John Fuchs, Tom Gilmore, Matt 
Sallaberry, Phil Mannhard, Alex Curtin, Patrick McGinnis and 
Matt Helbig.  A huge hug and thank you to Nancy Vordtriede 
who wins the Rosemary award for immediately stepping up 
to fill Rosemary’s role as volunteer coordinator and  we didn’t 
miss a beat!  If you love running or you love being part of a fun 
team, contact me and we would love to have your help next 
year. 

If you would like to purchase this year’s Run shirt for $10, 
please email Wayne Myrick at waymyrick3@yahoo.com and 
you can pick up your super cool and comfortable shirt from 
my front porch.  100% of the money raised goes directly to 
Francis Park. 

Mark your calendars for next September 21 so you can have 
your running and walking shoes ready for the 2019 Run for the 
Hills!
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by Gary Wells

Professional cyclists flock to Tour de Francis Park

Of all the events that occur throughout 
the year in our beloved neighborhood, 
the Gateway Cup – Tour de Francis Park 
bicycle races have special significance. This 
one event highlights our neighborhood for 
an international audience! 
The Gateway Cup events are part of the 
USA Cycling Professional Road Tour. 
Cyclists who want to participate in larger, 
international races must first qualify in races 
like this. While the races around Francis 
Park are only one stage of a four-day event 
(the other races are in Lafayette Square, 
The Hill and Benton Park), it is our chance 
to host people from points far and wide. 
As usual, the St. Louis Hills Neighborhood 
made a favorable impression upon the 
regional coordinators. They were especially 
happy to see that emergency road work was 
completed along Nottingham in time for 
the races!
650 racers were registered across the 
multiple starting times, which were based on skill levels. 
The first race was actually a ride for charity. Then came 
junior races, races for kids and finally the professional 
races. Harriet Owen won the women’s pro race with a 
time of 51:54 and Tyler Magner won the men’s race with 
a time of 1:13:59. Men’s and Women’s winners were paid 
equal prizes. An additional prize was given out for good 
sportsmanship in each category.
At the end of the day we saw the inaugural Lime Bike Race. 
When the horn sounded, participants had to dash to the 
starting line, download an electronic lime bike key, choose 
one of the iconic two-wheelers, then race around the park. 
The race was for all ages – and at least one gorilla! 
Residents all around the Park camped out on front lawns 
to watch the athletes whizz by. This stage of the Gateway 
Cup is the only one entirely contained within a residential 
neighborhood. What could be better than to be a resident 
of St. Louis Hills watching an event like this from your 
front yard? Well, being a member of the Neighborhood 
Association that makes such things possible would be 
cool, too!
The regional coordinator for the Gateway Cup is Big Shark 

Racers zoom past Ascension Lutheran on one of the many laps around Francis Park during the annual 
Gateway Cup.  Photo by Nan Vordtriede.

Bicycle Company.
We would like to give special acknowledgement to Peggy 
Stelzer. Peggy coordinated this event on our end for 
several years. She retired from the event and passed the 
baton on this summer, but we would not have been able to 
successfully host it without the groundwork which she laid. 
Also, the Holy Name Society and the ACTS core group of 
St. Gabriel cooked up hamburgers and brats for hungry 
visitors. John Burghoff and his accomplice provided 
invaluable services, as well. Thanks to all who helped!
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Another car show in the books! 
With help from Nick Zervos, 
Bob Rothenberg and the Naeger 
family insurance company, 
this car show has grown legs 
and taken off running. With 
40 cars this year (the second 
most ever) and  great weather, 
there was a lot of fun in the 
sun, good conversation and 
camaraderie with car loving 
people. This year’s recipient of 
the Viewer’s Choice Award wa 
Tim Rice: His ‘55 Star Chief 
Pontiac won by 40 votes. Thank 
you for coming and supporting 
the car show. We look forward 
to next year!
Above right: The car show was held across from St. Gabriel’s Church during Art 
in the Park. Photo provided by Brad Arteaga.

Call 314-938-5690 or visit saintlouispartners.org

We need foster parents who can provide a safe 
and loving home for kids ages 6-18, kids with 
elevated needs, and sibling groups. 

YOUR LOVE

ENOUGH
IS BIG

You have what it takes to be a foster parent.

Get started today.

by Brad Arteaga

40-car show accompanies Art in the Park

WELCOME

TO

FAMOUS FOR
HOLIDAY-THEMED 

STREETS
AND

LIGHT DISPLAYS

TOWN

Make It Your
Holiday Tradition!

Stop By Ted Drewes  
For Concretes & Christmas Trees!

STLHILLS.C   M

Candy Cane Lane
6500 MURDOCH AVENUE

     Snowflake Street
         6500 NEOSHO AVENUE

Angel Avenue
4700 PRAGUE AVENUE

      Wonderland Way
          6200 WALSH AVENUE
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On Sunday, October 14, about one thousand people enjoyed touring eight 
St. Louis Hills homes, the St. Gabriel the Archangel rectory, and Ascension 
Lutheran Church. 
The biennial Tour featured the homes of Emily & Ryan Bury (6200 Itaska), 
Lisa & Brian Eichelberger (4918 Tamm), Jess & Jeff Mann (6217 Delor), Amy 
& Mark Mechler (47 Willmore), Stacy & John Schicker (6490 Rhodes), Scott 
Vogel (6537 Murdoch), Karen & Steve Smart (87 Willmore), and Jessica & 
Brian Woolbright (6516 Eichelberger).
The House Tour Committee members are Nina Chastain, Kathy Fellin, Joan 
Sharkey, Carol Wilson, and Rick Palank.  While the House Tour generates 
funds for the St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association, the House Tour 
Committee’s primary goal is to bring people who are not familiar with St. Louis 
Hills into our neighborhood, and see our beautiful homes and surroundings. 
The House Tour Committee believes that the increase in awareness of St. 
Louis Hills results in an increase in the demand for homes, condos, and 
apartments. The affordability of our homes, the central location of St. Louis 
Hills, the many churches and schools, our beloved Francis and Willmore 
parks, and the impressive shopping and restaurant venues make St. Louis 
Hills a great place to live and raise a family. 

by Rick Palank

Biennial House Tour helps promote St. Louis Hills

Left to right: Linda Ruzicka, Michelle Cheli, State 
Representative Donna Baringer and Jane Tayon work 
the booth at the house tour. Photo by Nan Vordtriede.
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by Rick Palank

David R. Francis statue dedicated in namesake park

On Sunday, October 7, over 200 people gathered 
just south of the Lily Pond in Francis Park for 
the dedication ceremony of the new David R. 
Francis statue. Those in attendance included 
Mayor Lyda Krewson, former Mayor Francis Slay, 
State Representative Donna Baringer, the statue 
sculptor Harry Weber, and 1904 World’s Fair 
Society President, Michael Truax. The Master of 
Ceremonies was Tom Byrne, President of Friends of 
Francis Park. 
Tom thanked all who were in attendance, including 
and especially the three great grandsons of David 
R. Francis. He also noted that over 240 individuals 
donated over $170,000, and that no money 
was received from any governmental entities or any 
corporations. The money raised was used for the statue 
along with the lighting, bricks and landscaping. 
The David R. Francis Committee members were recognized 
for all of their work over the past four years, including 
Kathy Fellin, Janet Morton, Judy Murphy, Joni Ott, Tom 
Byrne, Steve Doss, Ron Goedeker, and Rick Palank. 
Donations are still being sought for additional 
improvements to the area. A donation of $250 will result 
in an engraved brick placed at the base of the statue. For 
additional information, visit drfmemorial.org. 

NAEGER
Family Insurance

Agencies

www.naegerins.com

Whether you are getting ready to purchase a new 
home or auto, have opened a new business, or 
have a current policy that you would like to 
compare, we can help you properly insure 

yourself and save money every month.

Pro u d
S u p p o r t e rs o f  t h e  S L H N A

4657 Hampton Ave. • St. Louis, MO 63109

314-802-8841

Onlookers view the dedication of the David R. Francis statue in the park that bears his 
name.  Photo provided by Rick Palank.
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Remembering Mitch Hanneken
The St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association is saddened 
to report the passing of Jane Mitchellette-Hanneken, 
known to most simply as Mitch. She was 89. 
Mitch had been a tireless volunteer for the St. Louis Hills 
Neighborhood Association for the last several decades. 
Whether it was our annual 5k run or the Christmas 
Tree Lighting, Mitch was there to lend a hand to the 
neighborhood she loved so dearly. 
As a college student at Fontbonne, Mitch played basketball, 
volleyball and rode equestrian. Her riding skills earned 
her several championships at Fontbonne. She went on 
to receive her master’s in physical education from the 
University of Colorado-Boulder. After graduation she 
became interested in tennis and became the first female 
board member of the Triple A Golf and Tennis Club, and 
the first female linesman in the United States.
In addition to her athletic skills, she focused on teaching 
and founded the St. Louis Hills Learning Center to 
serve children and adults with learning disabilities and 
behavioral disorders. She also founded Camp Happy 
Days, a summer program held at St. Gabriel’s School. 
Mitch also served Fontbonne through her volunteer 
efforts and as a member of the Alumni Board.
Below are some memories that area residents shared 
about Mitch.
Carol Wilson:
Mitch Hanneken and I were friends for nearly 30 years, 
but our relationship started with an argument. I was 
president of SLHNA and had made arrangements for our 
general meeting at St. Gabriel’s. For some reason that I 
have forgotten, Mitch decided she wanted the meeting 
at St. Raphael’s, so she changed it without telling me. 
When I called her on it, she said we could put signs up 
at St. Gabe’s directing people to St. Raphael’s.  I told her 
(actually, I think I yelled at her) that we were absolutely 
not going to do that, and I moved the meeting back to 
St. Gabe’s. From that day on we were friends.  Friendship 
with Mitch meant she would do anything she could 
for you while at the same time offering unsolicited and 
sometimes unwelcome fashion or lifestyle advice.  In 
short, she was a mixed blessing who made me laugh at 
the same time she was exasperating me, and I loved her.
Mike and Geralyn Banahan:
This week our neighborhood lost another iconic figure, 
Jane “Mitch” Hanneken. There are a myriad of stories and 

by Sean McCaffrey, Carol Wilson, Mike 
Banahan and Geralyn Banahan

opinions about Mitch, but 
there are some certain 
truths. By all accounts, 
Mitch could be abrupt and 
somewhat opinionated but 
ironically her intentions 
always seemed directed 
to protect the civility 
and tranquility of our 
neighborhood. She was a 
tireless volunteer, worker, 
and doer. Mitch helped at 
the Run, the church fish-
fry, Old Newsboys Day 
and any neighborhood 
event.

Above: Longtime neighborhood resident and volunteer Jane “Mitch” Mitchellette-
Hanneken passed away this October at age 89.  Below: Then-alderwoman Donna 
Baringer proposed this Resolution by the St. Louis Board of Aldermen in 2011.  
Photo provided by Sean McCaffrey; resolution provided by Pat Kiesel.

Cont’d on page 8
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Move Your World for FREE...24/7!
Sorry...movers not included.

RESERVE ONLINE!
Go to www.SandieHeaRealEstate.com
Click on MOVING TRUCK for all the FAQs  
and to reserve. *Small fee for liability insurance

Move a couch or your home.  
Use for Scout Troups, Churches, 

Fundraising events,  
Auction items...Anything!

www.SandieSellsStLouis.com   |   (314) 951-1908

Mitch (Cont’d from Page 7)

Winter Wonderland

Saint Louis Hills
Neighborhood Holiday Party

Saturday, December 1, 2018
7:00 - 11:00 p.m.

St. Raphael’s Gymnasium

$30 a person, ticket price includes 
dinner, beer, wine and soda.

Reserve Today!
slhnaholiday@gmail.com or

St. Louis Hills Holiday Party
PO Box 190314

St. Louis, MO 63109-6314

Several years ago, my wife convinced me 
to attend a Camp Happy Days Award 
Ceremony; the camp where two of our 
daughters worked for many summers. 
Mitch was the Founder and Director of the 
program. We watched with amazement 
and admiration as parent after parent 
praised her for her patience, kindness and 
hard work. She provided these students 
with opportunity and attention and filled a 
void in their lives.
Although we won’t necessarily miss 
seeing her rolling stop signs or watching 
her impromptu parking style, we will 
remember her dedication and love of her 
neighborhood, neighbors, and friends.
Many people knew Mitch as a 
neighborhood staple. We knew Mitch as 
an honorary family member. Mitch – we 
will miss your witty sense of humor, ability 
to laugh at your own shortcomings, and 
strict enforcement of dress codes. We will 
miss you, our friend.


