
WHAT’S INSIDE
During the Christmas season, St. Louis Hills provides twinkling lights, festive 
character, cheerful tunes and some of the merriest lighting displays in all of 
Saint Louis. Navigating from one magnificent block to the next is like traveling 
through a winter wonderland. Our neighborhood is a truly special place 
enjoyed by our neighbors, as well as guests traveling from miles around to 
see the amazing lights and festivities. Thanks to ALL of St. Louis Hills for 
decorating. It’s a lot of work, time and effort to make your displays, and you 
all deserve to be winners. Also, an effort is made to spread the love to give 
everyone the credit deserved. Congratulations to all the winners and to 
everyone that helps to make St. Louis Hills look so festive this time of the year.

View all the winners of the lighting awards on page 7

by Linda Immer

Christmas is Better in  St. Louis Hills
- 2016 Lighting Awards -

If you would like to advertise in a future 
issue please contact Terry North at 
tcnorthdesignlines@sbcglobal.net. To submit 
an article or if you have an idea for future 
content please contact Kari Niermann at 

kehmkari@gmail.com 
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St. Louis Hills President’s Address / by Chris Murphey

Happy New Year! And what a new year it will be. New traditions, new 
neighbors, new businesses, new committee members, new event 
coordinators, new levels of engagement, a new Mayor, a new 16th Ward 
Alderman ... the list goes on.

Before we get into some of the new things to be on the lookout for, 
let’s revel in the fact that the holiday spirit was truly alive this year. It 
was another great time full of celebration in St. Louis Hills over the past 
few months to round out the year. We celebrated with a time-honored 
tradition of lighting the Christmas Tree (led by Rob Curtin) in Francis 

Park. It was extra special this year as it was also the park’s Centennial Anniversary! Also, we had a wonderful holiday 
party (led by Molly Spowal) filled with fellowship and cheer. We are forever grateful to everyone that donated their time 
throughout the year to organize, lead and run the events, committees and processes that bring us all closer together.

There is admittedly a small group of people that consistently takes the reigns on managing the association and producing 
the events, but it isn’t intended to be nor is it an exclusive club by any means. There are opportunities to get involved in 
any of our events and within the committees. Stay tuned for a mass communication (email, Facebook, website, etc.) that 
will announce and detail the opportunities. Also, we are excited to launch a series of mini-polls this year as we seek to 
capture the neighborhoods perspective on things ranging from the future of our association to fun casual perspectives 
on your favorite dessert (mine is gooey butter cake). To most effectively and efficiently do this, we need to embrace the 
technologies at our disposal. So if you have a friend or neighbor that isn’t so technologically inclined, we ask you to seek 
them out and help them submit their perspective. Think of it as the 21st century version of loaning a neighbor a cup of 
sugar...

Last, but not least, we will be making very important decisions this year. We will be exercising our vote to choose new 
elected officials, some of which will be a new Alderman for the 16th Ward (our ward) and a new Mayor. These positions 
have been filled for quite a long time, 13.5 and what will be 16 years, respectively. My ask of you is to make an informed 
decision, to educate yourself, to join a party ward committee, to contact the candidates, to engage in constructive and 
respectful discourse with your friends and neighbors - to represent our ward well. The 16th Ward has one of the highest 
voter turnouts, making your voice well expressed and well heard.  It is our duty to ensure that statistic stays way up there.

Looking forward to all that we will achieve together.

Integrated Program Delivery. It Defines Everything We Do. 

Engineering Architecture Program Management Development Construction 

One of the nation’s fastest growing firms 
is now in your neighborhood at 6500 Chippewa Street, Suite 200, St. Louis, MO 63109

Facebook “f” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f” Logo CMYK / .eps

www.core-eng.com
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Friends of Francis Park is a not-for-profit organization established in 
2011 to help facilitate private, tax deductible contributions to maintain 
and improve Francis Park. Since our inception we have worked with 
the generous support of our members, corporate sponsors and other 
neighborhood organizations, including the St. Louis Hills Neighborhood 
Association, Grub ‘n Groove, and Run for the Hills to complete a number 
of projects in the park. For example, last year with the funds generated by 
Grub ‘n Groove and financial support from Alderwoman Donna Baringer, 
we were able to install LED lighting in and around the park. With funds 
generated by Run for the Hills, we have been able to finance a number of projects, including the recent improvements to 
the handball and racquetball courts.  
In addition, we regularly provide plants and equipment for Rosemary Spitler and her volunteer corner gardeners, plants 
for the lily pond and mutt mitts for dogs. We installed and maintain the native plant/pollinator garden and gazebo with 
assistance from the Missouri Department of Conservation and other sponsors. We purchase equipment and pay the 
cost of a part-time worker to water plants, trim trees and maintain the park every summer, and we co-sponsor the 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting with the St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association. And this year we worked with the 
David Francis statue committee to raise over $90,000 (so far) toward the construction of a bronze statue honoring the 
namesake of our park, who donated the land to the City of St. Louis 100 years ago. 
If you would like to support these efforts, please consider becoming a member of Friends of Francis Park or providing a 
contribution to the David Francis Statue. For more information visit our website at www.friendsoffrancispark.org. 

by Tom Byrne
Friends of Francis Park Update 

As an introduction, my name is Christian Saller, and I am 
your Neighborhood Improvement Specialist (“NIS”). I grew 
up in the City of St. Louis and have lived in Tower Grove 
East since 1994. Interest in and concern for the community 
led me to volunteer service with my neighborhood 
association, where I eventually served as president and 
chaired the housing/commercial development committee. 
I also served on the Board of Directors for DeSales 
Community Housing Corporation and the Water Tower 
Park and Preservation Society. Through these experiences, 
I learned that individuals organized to sustain and improve 
their community can have a lasting impact on its direction. 
Tower Grove East Neighborhood Association worked 
closely with its elected officials and residents to create 
a redevelopment plan for corner commercial properties 
that would foster “neighborhood friendly” development 
of vacant buildings or those we felt were underutilized. 
This plan has proven to be a useful tool that has served 
the neighborhood and its residents well. 
I also worked for ten years at St. Louis Development 
Corporation, where I was responsible for redevelopment 
projects in 18 of the city’s 28 wards. This job brought 
me into daily contact with citizens, elected officials, and 
community organizations in neighborhoods all over town. 
While these neighborhoods varied widely, residents 
consistently sought largely the same things: a safe, 

pedestrian friendly environment, convenient amenities, 
and private investment to stabilize the community.
I joined the Neighborhood Stabilization Team (“NST”) 
in 2013. The role of the Neighborhood Improvement 
Specialist (“NIS”) is primarily to ensure optimal and timely 
delivery of city services to residents. NST works closely with 
numerous city departments, elected officials, the police, 
neighborhood businesses, community organizations, and 
residents to address issues involving problem properties, 
code enforcement, illegal dumping/trash, derelict vehicles, 
lighting, trees, and to help organize events like National 
Night Out Against Crime. The 16th Ward is fortunate to 
have a variety of active neighborhood organizations and 

Neighborhood Stabilization 
Officer Introduction

5815 Hampton Ave.   314-328-2300
Monday - �ursday 11am-9pm

Friday 11am-10pm
Saturday 9am-10pm

ediblesandessentials.com  
edibleandessentials        @ediblesandesstl

Full Menu for Lunch & Dinner  •  Saturday Brunch  •  Catering
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Donna Baringer, State Representative

As your newly elected State Representative, the first month of session went by at the speed 
of light. While many family members attended my swearing in, it was especially meaningful to 
my mother. While growing up in Jefferson City, my mother worked in the state capitol, and as 
a little girl, I played in the same halls I now walk in as an elected official.   
The second week in office, Governor Eric Greitens—who is a city resident—was sworn into 
office and appointed St. Louis Hills resident Greg Favre as the new Deputy Commissioner of 
Public Safety for the state of Missouri. This is great representation for our city.
During this time, we were also given our committee assignments, and I will be serving on: 
Crime Prevention and Public Safety, Government Efficiency, and Local Government. The first 
bill to be heard in Public Safety was for a Blue Alert system. This would, like an Amber Alert, 
send out a notification when a police officer has been shot. In Government Efficiency, bringing 
the state of Missouri up-to-date with federal guidelines regarding the Real ID program has 
become a priority. If not addressed by January 2018, Missouri driver licenses will no longer be 

considered valid ID when boarding a plane. 
To keep up to date on legislation as it progresses, please sign up for my e-mail blasts at donnacbaringer@gmail.com 

Representative Donna M. C. Baringer
District 82
State Capitol, Room 109-I
201 W. Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: (573) 751-4220
Donna.Baringer@house.mo.gov

residents who are passionate about the direction of their community. Strong educational anchors like St. Gabriel and St. 
Raphael parishes, thriving commercial districts like Macklind Avenue, and splendidly diverse and historic architecture 
with Francis Park as a community centerpiece all make the ward a great place to live with a bright future. 
There are a lot of wonderful things going on in the 16th Ward! Upcoming improvements may include creation of a 
Community Improvement District (“CID”) aimed at increasing security, lighting and cleanliness in major commercial 
districts. As new businesses continue to express interest in 16th ward locations, there is an ongoing balance between 
welcoming new development and ensuring stability of residential communities. Neighborhoods are ultimately given their 
life and direction by residents, especially those who bring their talents and energy to community organizations. Get to 
know your neighbors and welcome new ones. Organize your block. Call police if you need them. Call Citizen’s Service 
Bureau (CSB) at (314) 622- 4800 with neighborhood concerns and complaints, and feel free to contact me directly 
anytime at (314) 657-1375 or via email at SallerC@stlouis-mo.gov.

Christian Saller
NIS Ward 16
1520 Market St. (Rm. 4000)
St. Louis, Mo. 63103

Neighbrhood Stabilization Officer Introduction       
(con’t from Page 3)
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For this history report, we would like to share a special article with you. The article, “All-Electric House Opens in St. Louis 
Hills,” features the first “all-electric house” in St. Louis Hills at 4817 McCausland Avenue. This article was published in the 
November 1941 issue of News of St. Louis Hills. According to the article, the cost to build the home was $12,500, and the “St. 
Louis Hills’ New Ranch House Section” home was given away at the National Electrical Exposition. The winner and future 
owner was chosen by a committee of judges who chose the best name of three words or less for the new “unusual home”. 

by Nancy VordtriedeSLHNA History Committee Report 

Continued on Page 6



6           Winter/Spring 2017 / St. Louis Hills News and Views

SLHNA History Committee Report (Continued from Page 5)



St. Louis Hills News and Views / Winter/Spring 2017             7

On behalf of the Membership Committee, I’d like to wish each of you a Happy New Year! I’d also like 
to extend a sincere thank you to all who have submitted your membership dues over the course of 
the last year, and I would also like to thank those who volunteered your time and labor in order to 
make our neighborhood a better place. Your dedication and commitment to our community makes all 
the difference. 
The financial support from those neighbors who pay their nominal yearly membership dues of $30 
allows SLHNA to continue to offer the many FREE sponsored neighborhood programs. These programs 

include the Neighborhood Christmas Party, the Christmas Tree Lighting, the Easter Egg Hunt, and the Membership 
Committee’s Welcome Bag Initiative (to name only a few!). Your continued support makes each of these SLHNA events 
possible. 
For those of you who were members in 2016: Thank you again for your support, and please consider renewing your 
membership for 2017 and beyond. 
For non-members: Please consider being a part of SLHNA’s fun and memorable neighborhood events. You can join in 
two ways:
1.  By visiting http://stlhills.com/membership-benefits/slhna-membership/ and submitting your membership dues there; or
2. By mailing your membership dues (cash or check is accepted) to SLHNA, P.O. Box 190314, St. Louis, MO 63119.
Thank you again for your continued support of our neighborhood and the SLHNA.

6506 Murdoch Ave Mark and Robin Mense
6446 Devonshire Ave Jim and Joan Drain
5826 Itaska Street Ed and Karen Naeger
5809 Delor Street Larry and Donna McEvoy
6220 Walsh Street Carl and Carol Schwarzen
6544 Neosho Street Thomas Scheifler and Janice Starbuck
37 Wilmore Road Tom and Jeanne Magee
5901 Highfield Road Greg and Karen Divis
5857 Holly Hills Ave Linda Svatck
6748 Walsh Street Daniel and Lauren Lemmon
6207 Southland Ave The Menendez Family
4716 Prague Ave Russell Smith and Stacy Statler-Smith

Donovan Avenue and Westway Road

Angel Avenue – Prague Avenue
Candy Cane Lane - Murdoch Avenue
Snowflake Street – Neosho Street

Lighting Awards 2016 (Cont’d from Page 1)

by Derek WisemanSLHNA Membership Committee Update 

HOUSE AWARDS

ISLAND AWARD

BLOCK AWARDS
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Have you ever seen the grandeur of the Trevi Fountain in 
Rome, the Gefionspringvandet Fountain in Copenhagen, the 
Peterhof Fountains in St. Petersburg, the Bellagio Fountains 
in Las Vegas or, closer to home, the Buckingham Fountain in 
Chicago? If you have, then you know the mesmerizing quality 
these fountains bring to you. People have been known to 
sit for hours, watching the water magically dance to lights, 
music and wind.

With the addition of the new island at the intersection of 
Donovan, Jamieson and West Way, we, as a neighborhood, 
have the opportunity to have our own fountain that will 
accentuate all that is good about St. Louis Hills.

SLHNA has embarked on a fundraising campaign to raise 
money for the purchase and installation of a fountain for 
the island. In addition, professional landscaping will be 
incorporated to make the new island a showcase for the 
St. Louis Hills community. Neighborhood volunteers have 
already stepped up to maintain the fountain and landscaping. 
An example of the fountain being considered is pictured 
below.
SLHNA is seeking donations from families, individuals and 
businesses. If you are interested in contributing, please 
reach out to Kevin Liddy @ kgoliddy@gmail.com. Checks 
can be sent, via mail, to SLHNA, P.O. Box 190314, St. Louis, 
MO 63119.
Thank you for your consideration of this worthwhile project!

Fountain Fundraising Project  by Kevin Liddy
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SOLUTIONS THAT PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
55 % of all adults do not have an estate plan. As a 
result their estates risk being subject to probate.

CALL 314-621-5743 | RWALAWFIRM.COM
Aaron G Weishaar
St. Gabriel The Archangel Parishioner

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

St. Louis Hills is home to two Little Free Libraries. These libraries offer an 
easy way to share good things to read. They belong to everyone – neighbors 
and friends and can be used by all. There are nearly 40,000 Little Free 
Libraries around the globe, bringing curbside literacy home and sharing 
millions of books annually. The Library of Congress has recognized Little 
Free Libraries for creating communities of literacy. The mission of Little 
Free Libraries as stated on their web site is “to promote literacy and the 
love of reading by building free book exchanges worldwide and to build 
a sense of community as we share skills, creativity and wisdom across 
generations.”
The Little Free Library at Hope United Church of Christ (corner of Tamm 
and Eichelberger) was dedicated in November 2014. The church wanted 
to give back to the community on the occasion of its 70th anniversary. There is a committee at the church who tend this 

library. The UCC library contains a variety of books for both children 
and adults, and the contents sometimes relate to themes throughout 
the year. People frequent this library daily, especially those walking 
around Francis Park. Next time you are nearby be sure to stop and 
check it out.
 The Little Free Library located at the corner of Prague and Murdoch 
was established by Stephen and Peggy England in October 2015. They 
have lived in the neighborhood for 19 years and wanted to give back 
to the close-knit community of St. Louis Hills. Their Little Free Library 
is dedicated to the kids to reflect the “walk to and from school” traffic 
prevalent outside their home. Their library is an ode to the children of 
St. Louis Hills. Be sure to check out this magical spot, which consists of 
separate libraries for younger children and middle schoolers, complete 
with an enchanting literary ambience. 

by Karen Niermann
CHECK THIS OUT! Little Free Libraries

in the Hills

NAEGER
Family Insurance

Agencies

www.naegerins.com

Whether you are getting ready to purchase a new 
home or auto, have opened a new business, or 
have a current policy that you would like to 
compare, we can help you properly insure 

yourself and save money every month.

Pro u d
S u p p o r t e rs o f  t h e  S L H N A

4657 Hampton Ave. • St. Louis, MO 63109

314-802-8841
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www.eaglebankandtrust.com

Judi Schulz
Vice President/Branch Manager
6725 Chippewa St.
St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 647-9991
jschulz@eaglebankandtrust.com

Eagle Bank has been a 
proud member of the 
St. Louis Hills community since 
opening in 2007! Come in 
and let us amaze you!



St. Louis Hills News and Views / Winter/Spring 2017            11

David R. Francis Memorial Statue
UPDATE by Rick Palank

Thanks to many, many donations of all sizes, THE STATUE HAS 
BEEN ORDERED!
Over $90,000 has been raised, and as a result, the DRF Statue 
Committee has given Harry Weber, the internationally acclaimed 
sculptor (www.harryweber.com), the go-ahead to make the 7’ 
bronze statue.
Now that the statue has been ordered, the next phase is to 
solicit donations for the installation of the statue. This includes 
site preparation, lighting, construction of the statue base, laying 
of all the bricks, landscaping, and installation of several benches. 
The estimated cost of the installation is $35,000. The Committee 
is working with the St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association, the 
Friends of Francis Park, and Art in the Park to determine the best 
location for the statue in Francis Park. 
Please consider making a donation for this phase of the project. 
Information about donations can be found at www.drfstatue.org. 

by Frank J. GaramellaThe Forgotten Streets of St. Louis Hills
No, this isn’t a teaser to a mystery novel. By forgotten 
streets, I’m referring to our alleys; you know those things 
behind most of our homes that we have to explain to some 
of our county friends. Everyone is familiar with the term 
“curb appeal”, but how about the term “alley appeal”? I’m 
not going to convince any of you, or myself for that matter, 
that the condition of your alley is going to vastly increase 
the value of your home. By “alley appeal” I’m referring to 
the appeal burglars have when they troll our alleys (and 
they do) looking for cover at night, darkness, to break 
into a garage or a home. Burglars and other evildoers look 
for two things, darkness and overgrown shrubs, weeds, 
or whatever that wild vegetation is growing out of many 

backyards. So let’s all walk into our alleys and ask ourselves 
how we can eliminate any un-kept, overgrown vegetation 
AND install more backyard and alley lighting. Dusk to dawn 
motion fixtures are very inexpensive. I have three multi bulb 
motion detectors on my garage alone and more around my 
house to augment other outdoor lighting. So let’s clean up 
AND light up our alleys. Make burglars KNOW St. Louis 
Hills has NO alley appeal to them so we can better enjoy 
our forgotten streets and help reduce the work load of our 
2nd District Officers. Go Blue!!!



2 Mar 2017 - Aldermanic Forum

7 Mar 2017 - Primary Municipal Election

22 Mar 2017 - General Meeting (Bishop DuBourg)

4 Apr 2017 - General Municipal Election

15 Apr 2017 Easter Egg Hunt

26 Apr 2017 - Board Meeting

24 May 2017 - Board Meeting

28 Jun 2017 - General Meeting (Bishop DuBourg)

26 Jul 2017 - Board Meeting

12 Aug 2017 - Grub & Groove (run by FoFP)

23 Aug 2017 - Board Meeting

2 Sep 2017 - Tour de Francis Park (run by Staenberg Group 
Gateway Cup)

16 Sep 2017 - Run for the Hills (run by FoFP)

24 Sep 2017 - Art in the Park (run by AitP)

27 Sep 2017 - General Meeting (Bishop DuBourg)

Oct 2017 - Brew in the Lou (run by LESA STL)

25 Oct 2017 - Board Meeting

15 Nov 2017 - Board Meeting

26 Nov 2017 - Tree Lighting

Dec 2017 - Holiday Party
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To view all past newsletters, and
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visit www.stlhills.com.

15424 MANCHESTER ROAD,  ELLISVILLE, MISSOURI  63011     

Mon-Thurs: 10am - 6:30pm     Fri, Sat: 10am-5:30pmHOURS

Come see your neighbor and Dau designer,  
Christy North. She’ll help you pull together  
the perfect room!  Mention this ad and  
SAVE 40%* on one item of Vanguard furniture.

THE LOOK YOU WANT. 
A PRICE YOU’LL LOVE. 

DauFurniture.com 636 394 3005

The Holly Sofa by  Vanguard

*4
0%
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