
WHAT’S INSIDE

The summer of 2002 is when Francine the Mermaid first swam into the hearts of 
St. Louis Hills residents. Created by artist Robin Murez, the mosaic beauty quickly 
made herself at home in the Francis Park lily pond. The idea for a mermaid to take up 
residence in the restored lily pond came from two Itaska neighbors – Terri Bearden 
and Ann Layton. Terri had seen a mermaid created by Robin for the St. Louis People 
Project and thought that mystical sea creature would be perfect for the waters of 
Francis Park. Ann tracked down the artist, who was then involved with City Museum, 
and with the blessings of the St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association, commissioned 
Robin to create Francine, the Mermaid of Francis Park. Fundraising consisted of 
soliciting private donations -- with Terri donating $2,500 (of the $5,000 total cost) 
and 25 St. Louis Hills residents adding the rest.
Constructed of a rebar armature, concrete and an assortment of mosaic and copper 

pieces, the 2,000 pound Francine took shape beautifully. Needing approval for the 
installation, Ann and Rosemary Spitler appeared before the City’s Preservation Board 
to describe the project. When asked by the board about the mermaid’s watery attire, 
they replied, “She’ll be wearing a tasteful halter top, of course. This is south St. Louis!” 
This quote was captured in Jerry Berger’s newspaper column with the headline: 
Southsiders need not fear – concrete mermaid will not be going topless. 
A few years after the installation of Francine, Ann again collaborated with Robin Murez 
for the next project of “art for the park”. This time it was the black and white mosaic 
“Dragon” thrones that can be found facing each other across the lily pond. Funds raised 
included private donations from three neighborhood families plus money from the 
SLHNA, as well as money made by selling  embroidered “Art in the Park” sweatshirts. 

by Ann Layton
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If you would like to advertise in a future 
issue please contact Terry North at 
tcnorthdesignlines@sbcglobal.net. To submit 
an article or if you have an idea for future 
content please contact Kari Niermann at 

kehmkari@gmail.com 

HELP MAKE THIS NEWSLETTER
BE THE BEST IT CAN BE
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because of running or volunteering for the Run.  
This Run was started in 1991 with one main purpose—to keep Francis Park the beautiful gem that it had always been. With 
City funding for the park slipping, St Louis Hills Neighborhood Association board member, Mike Banahan, proposed the 
idea of creating a 5k race with all of the funds used to assist the City in maintaining the park. The idea was immediately 
dismissed for several reasons including objections such as—no one will show up, there is no way a 5k race can generate 
enough money for park projects, we won’t have enough volunteers, we can’t close the streets for a morning, and this 
isn’t the kind of event that the neighborhood will support. Mike and his committee wouldn’t take no for an answer, and 
25 years later we see the results—thousands of runners have competed, close to 100 volunteers show up every year, and 
the Run for the Hills has provided over a half million dollars for the park over the years. 
As a result of the Run, the park has beautiful landscaped corners, a summer caretaker, a picturesque lily pond, a well 
maintained stone walkway leading to the landscaped creek bed, a playground which has been renovated several times, 
improvements to the challenging drainage system, and the list goes on. Even more impressive is the fact this Run was also 
the inspiration for several other awesome neighborhood events that some said would never happen. Grub and Groove, 
St Louis Hills House Tour, Gateway Cup Bike Races, and Art in the Park bring thousands of people and thousands of 
dollars into our neighborhood and parks. All of these events help to make our neighborhood an amazing place to live.
The third Saturday of September is one of my favorite days of the year because the day represents what is so great 
about St Louis Hills—a lot of energy in a park that is so alive with people giving everything they have to run their best race 
and selfless volunteers who have worked hard to create a pretty great morning in a really special neighborhood where 
everyone is happy at the finish line! 
Mark your calendars for the marathon edition (26th year) of the Run for the Hills on September 16, 2017. Let me know 
if you want to volunteer by sending a text to 314-749-8661. You can also use that number if you are interested in buying 
another Run t-shirt or if you weren’t able to pick up your 
first or second place award.
Thank you to all of our sponsors who have been loyal to 
our Run and our neighborhood for so many years. This 
group of dedicated businesses and organizations have 
provided the financial support to help maintain our park 
throughout the last 25 years.

Thank you for supporting the 25th Annual Run for the 
Hills 5k, which woke up our neighborhood on the morning 
of September 17. Francis Park was packed with several 
hundred runners of all ages, loud music, an inflatable 
obstacle course and bounce house, great food from our 
local business friends, support from our loyal sponsors, 
and 100 volunteers. It was a beautiful day to celebrate 25 
years of the Run and 100 years of Francis Park. 
There aren’t many 5k races in St Louis which have 
been around for 25 years. We should feel a great 
sense of neighborhood spirit when we think of all the 
accomplishments from this event—runners of all ages 
glowing with pride because of their victory of running 
their very first 5k or 1 mile race, personal records and goals 
which have been broken, and friendships that have begun 

by Wayne Myrick

Run for the Hills Turns 25

Gilmore Electric • Craig’s Cove • Garcia Properties • Tanco 
Eagle Bank • Dairy Queen • Ted Drewes • Imo’s • Shark Fitness 
Bartolino’s/Chris’ Pancakes/Chris’@The Docket • Lockton • Scott 
Kirchner, MD • Donna Baringer • Big River Running • McMahon 
Ford • Michele Kratky • Midwest Money • Edward Jones 
Mayor Slay • Dragonfly Fitness and Training • Metro Lighting 
Hoffmeister Colonial Mortuary • American Eagle Credit Union 
Traffic Law Center • JJ Twig’s Pizza & Pub • Peoples National Bank
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The St. Louis Hills House Tour will be held on Sunday, October 9, 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Tickets are $15 if purchased in advance, or $20 on the day of the 
Tour. Advance tickets may be purchased in several ways:

This year’s Tour will feature “The Nottingham Experience” – two homes, one 
condo, and one apartment, all on Nottingham Avenue. One of the homes is 
shown below.

by Rick PalankSt. Louis Hills House Tour - October 9 

The Tour will also include some 
exciting new features:
•  Houses will open at 10:00 a.m.
•  Russo’s Gourmet Food Truck, located 
near the registration tent, will have 
breakfast and lunch items available for 
purchase from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
• There will be an air conditioned 
Trolley for hop-on, hop-off visits to 
each home! This will allow you to 
park once, spend less time driving 
from home to home, avoid parking 
congestion, and have a charming 
experience!
For more information, please visit 
www.STLHillsHouseTour.com 

• Check mailed to SLHNA, PO Box 190314,
  St. Louis, MO 63119-6314
• PayPal via www.STLHillsHouseTour.com
• Green Goose Resale Shop, 5611 Hampton
• T.F.A. (The Future Antiques), 6514 Chippewa

Hello, my name is Officer Vince Stehlin, your St. Louis Hills 
Liaison Officer. I am currently in my twenty-eighth year with 
the St. Louis Metropolitan Police department, and over 
the last five years, I have been directly assigned to your 
neighborhood overseeing the Neighborhood Ownership 
Model (NOM). Working with residents, businesses, other 
city agencies, and the alderperson together to come up 
with comprehensive plans to reduce crime and better the 
quality of life in the neighborhood has been some of the 
most rewarding work for me to date. 
Numerous residents from the neighborhood have also 
attended training put on by the Circuit Attorney’s Office 
and have formed a St. Louis Hills Court Advocacy Team. 
This is comprised of writing Impact Statements to judges, 
attending bond reduction hearings, trials and sentencing’s, 
all to support victims from the neighborhood and to 
ensure that criminals who commit crimes in St. Louis Hills 
are held responsible for their actions. Neighborhood 
organization is a powerful and effective tool for making 
positive changes in the neighborhood. I want to continue 
the progress the neighborhood has made during this 
time and also encourage others to take part in it. Every 
neighborhood has different challenges and needs; please 
feel free to contact me if I can help you. Thank you.

vstehlin@slmpd.org

A Message From Your
St. Louis Hills Liaison Officer
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Shortly after the thrones were installed, Ann and her 
friend, fellow St. Louis Hills resident, Jamie Lenze, decided 
that it would be easier to add more art to the park, if there 
was an annual event with the mission of raising money 
for new art installations. Because Jamie and Ann loved 
attending art fairs, they decided it was time to start one the 
neighborhood could call their own -- and so the annual Art 
in the Park was born. Jamie, Ann and Tami Reding served as 
long-time chairs of the art fair –and just recently passed the 
baton to new co-chairs, Michael Zenson and Joan Burnes.
Since its first year in 2005, Art in the Park has raised money 
to add to the eclectic art collection in the park. Robin 
Murez soon created the black and white mosaic spheres, 
the red mosaic heart, “Drago” the dragon, “Terra” the dog, 
and the white mosaic sea grasses. In 2013 and 2014, Andrew 
Carson, a Seattle artist was commissioned to install the two 
whimsical and colorful kinetic sculptures that delight and 
mesmerize all who watch them move in the wind. Jamie 
discovered his work while on vacation in Wisconsin.
Art in the Park’s latest and most ambitious project has been 
two years in the making, and was just recently completed. 
The Art in the Park committee hired City Sculpture Studio 
artists, Kurt Knickmeyer, Bob Heineman and Ricky Fortner to create what is sure to be a favorite destination for Francis 
Park visitors to relax and daydream. (These guys are the artistic forces who design and implement many of the wild and 
wacky installations at City Museum.) Nestled in the park in a shady grove of mature trees at the intersection of Tamm and 
Delor, residents can now delight in the giant concrete frog atop its lily pad, as well as the 25-foot long concrete caterpillar. 
Together these were made from about 76,000 pounds of concrete and over ½ mile of rebar – so they are definitely here 
to stay.
And the final catch of the day is the large concrete fish, also created by City Sculpture Studios, which was designed to 
fit over the bubbler in the lily pond, greeting everyone with a relaxing stream of bubbles gurgling from her mouth. If you 
look closely at this new addition to the watery oasis, you will notice the name Rosemary, subtly worked into the fish’s 
design. Named in honor of Rosemary Spitler, whose hard work over the last decade brought the park’s lily pond back to 
its glorious serenity and peaceful beauty.
These great art installations that make Francis Park unique, would not have been possible without the hard work of the 
Art in the Park committee members and many dedicated neighborhood volunteers over the years.  New volunteers are 
always needed to keep this great idea going -- remember, it all started with a mermaid … 
Go to artintheparkstl.com to volunteer!

by Ann Layton

It Started With A Mermaid
(con’t from Page 1)

5815 Hampton Ave.   314-328-2300
Monday - �ursday 11am-9pm

Friday 11am-10pm
Saturday 9am-10pm

ediblesandessentials.com  
edibleandessentials        @ediblesandesstl

Full Menu for Lunch & Dinner  •  Saturday Brunch  •  Catering



August 13th of this year marked the 5th Annual Grub and Groove, presented by Alliance 
Credit Union, in Francis Park. From the onset of the event with music from Emily Wallace 
and Jack Grelle to John Henry and Kim Massie, the always popular Bubble Bus, getting 
to sit in trucks from the St. Louis City Fire Department, and the rainbow of glow beach 
balls at the close of the evening, it seemed like everyone that attended was having a blast!
Benefiting Friends of Francis Park, this year marked several significant growth points for 
the event itself. 2016 achieved the largest level of sponsorship, an increase in restaurant 
participation, more music, more activities for the whole family, and the highest level of 
attendance yet. While the final 
numbers are still be calculated, 
2016 will also mark the highest 
level of funds returned for 

investment into improvements within the park itself.
The organizers would like to thank our lead sponsors Alliance 
Credit Union, Goose Island Brewery, Payscape, Innovative 
Roofing, and Quincy Street Bistro for their support this year. We 
also would like to thank the City of St. Louis Parks, Police and Fire 
Departments, and Alderwoman Baringer for their support of the 
event. Additionally, we need to thank our emcees Andy Banker 
and Brian McKenna for their help in promoting the event. Lastly, 
we want to thank the neighborhood for embracing the event and 
coming out to help support Grub and Groove, the Friends of 
Francis Park organization, and of course Francis Park as every 
dollar we raise during the event is returned to the park itself.

I had the opportunity to help kick off one of the races at the Gateway Cup Tour 
de Francis Park this year. It started with a few minutes of commentary about the 
neighborhood and ended with a ceremonial ringing of a bell to start the race. This 
quickly reminded me how proud I am to be a part of the city, of south city, and 
of St. Louis Hills. This feeling of pride was further reinforced in my conversation 
with some friends who were prior neighborhood residents and recently moved 
away from the city.  
Admittedly, I am quick to want to label those that leave our neighborhood as traitors, but the truth is they are just working 
out the current moment of their lives like many of us. My discussions with these friends and former neighbors are always 
rich, and we will be friends forever. Our discussion on this particular day centered on the way you can walk to such great 
events that happen in our neighborhood, around our park, and by our home. We discussed how we have such a special 
setup with residential living in the interior areas of St. Louis Hills and great businesses on the exterior. We lamented 
on how other neighborhoods, other localities, and other areas just don’t offer that style of living. We rounded out the 
conversation by grounding ourselves and acknowledging there are pros and cons to living anywhere, but we finished our 
discussion by all agreeing the way St. Louis Hills engages your heart is something special. It is something we must share 
with others and something we must cherish and preserve at the same time.
The events that happen in the neighborhood (and discussed throughout this newsletter) allow us to party with a purpose. 
They are something that brings us together as a community, an opportunity to give of ourselves for a greater good, and 
allows us to create shared value in our city. So mark your calendars because we have a lot of fun coming up.
One more thing… This way of living didn’t happen overnight. These events that fill our seasons aren’t the production of 
one person. The spirit of St. Louis Hills that enchants us all isn’t the product of one group. Now is the time to get involved, 
to bring ideas forward to your neighborhood association, to engage your neighbors, to promote your neighborhood, to 
think up and start the next event, to be a resident of St. Louis Hills…
Looking forward to all that we will achieve together.

Grub and Groove: In Review
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St. Louis Hills President’s Address / by Chris Murphey

by Rich Fisher
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www.eaglebankandtrust.com

Judi Schulz
Vice President/Branch Manager
6725 Chippewa St.
St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 647-9991
jschulz@eaglebankandtrust.com

Eagle Bank has been a 
proud member of the 
St. Louis Hills community since 
opening in 2007! Come in 
and let us amaze you!

The SLHNA Business Committee remains committed to attracting and retaining community businesses and merchants. 
We work closely with the Hampton-Chippewa Business Association on ways to promote and enhance the area for 
commercial activity, which complements the residential lifestyle that is the 16th Ward and St. Louis Hills. While we are 
highlighting two success stories below, we also recognize there is more work to be done in helping our commercial spaces 
around the community. More to come!  

         Business Spotlight:  This issue, the SLHNA Business Committee is plugging two neighborhood businesses. 

Edibles and Essentials:  House-made comfort cuisine meets an eclectic foodie market at 5815 Hampton. Edibles and 
Essentials can be easily missed by automobile traffic speeding by because its storefront is setback more than some of the 
other commercial buildings along Hampton. The building lot is subtle, but the food’s flavor and presentation is deliberate. 
St. Louis Hills welcomes Chef Matt Borchardt and his wife, Mary Beth, to the neighborhood, and we thank them for 
offering this delicious culinary mix to our neighborhood. The menu is full of classic foods done in a very creative way. 
Must try signature dishes are the fried ribs and the “Bah Mi” pork belly tacos. While the food is serious, the atmosphere 
is relaxed and clean. It feels like you’re having lunch or dinner in your relatives’ house. Don’t miss brunch on Saturday! 

www.ediblesandessentials.com 

Lanai Coffee in Francis Park:  Lanai Coffee was established in 2003 as a mobile coffee operation by Kristina and Brad 
Solomon. In May of 2015, they decided to make the beautiful historic building near the tennis courts the new permanent 
home of their successful coffee business. This has been a wonderful addition to our community and Francis Park. Lanai 
offers great “place-making” in the center of our neighborhood’s park. Brad and Kris offer a full range of coffee and non-
coffee style drinks and refreshments. Additionally, Lanai has treats and food. A big thank you to Alderwoman Baringer for 
finding city capital to retrofit a portion of the park-house. This is a win-win. It offers great food and drink options to park 
goers, tennis players and families, but it also programs and draws more people into the heart of our park. People need 
parks and parks need people; Lanai is the common thread in that phrase. Lanai is currently open Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

www.lanaicoffeestl.com

by Tom OldenburgSLHNA Business Committee Report
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16th Ward Update / by Donna Baringer, 16th Ward Alderman

SLHNA Membership Committee Update / by Derek Wiseman

As a result of the efforts led by residents seeking changes to enhance pedestrian safety and 
mitigate adverse traffic impact in and around Francis Park, a traffic engineering firm began the 
St. Louis Hills professional traffic study in 2014. The objectives were to: reduce traffic volume 
and traffic speeds; reinforce an increased emphasis on pedestrians and cyclists; enhance 
pedestrian and traffic safety in the vicinity of schools and Francis Park; modify complex 
intersections to improve safety and simplify traffic movements; and identify counter measures 
to reduce cut-thru traffic on residential streets. A list of recommendations was completed 
including both short-term and long-term goals. The goals considered the following factors: 
Low Cost, Low Impact, Low Maintenance, Defensible and Appropriate, and Self-Enforcing. 
The following were scheduled for completion in 2016 and are currently underway:
1.Jamieson/Donovan/Westway was a confusing intersection and very dangerous for 
pedestrians. The new design creates a less confusing and a safer walking path around this 
wide intersection just as was done in 2005 in front of St. Raphael. A landscaped island along 

with a LED light will provide a pedestrian refuge and safety for vehicles making a right turn onto Jamieson from Donovan. 
The traffic pattern provides more visibility for all cars entering the intersection so there will be less guessing whose turn 
it is to proceed.
2.Also, Donovan was scheduled for repaving from Jamieson to Nottingham, 
which provided the perfect timing to restripe and implement a road diet on 
Donovan. Now there are three sides of Francis Park that are restricted to two 
lanes, which will slow traffic and enhance safety for pedestrians.
3. Eichelberger from Donovan to Jamieson has undergone repaving and restriping 
following the same pattern along the park.  Additionally this will provide a 
dedicated pick-up lane for Word of Life School, enhancing safety for all.
Given traffic patterns change based on current lifestyles and realizing that these 
changes are a sensitive topic in our community, SLHNA concurred with me that 
having a committee focused only on streets and traffic was a good idea. This 
committee is newly formed and its chair is Don Orf. This committee will evaluate 
all upcoming street changes, communicate to the community, and serve as a 
conduit for feedback from the community. I cannot thank Don and the committee 
enough for all their help.

On behalf of the Membership Committee, I’d like to extend a very sincere thank you to all of you who 
have submitted your membership dues for this year, and also to those who have volunteered your 
time and labor in order to make our neighborhood a better place. Your dedication and commitment 
to our community makes all the difference. 
The financial support from those neighbors who pay their nominal yearly membership dues of 
$30 allows SLHNA to continue to offer many FREE sponsored neighborhood programs like the 
Membership Committee’s Welcome Bag Initiative. Under this Initiative, the SLHNA Membership 

Committee delivers welcome bags to new neighbors who move into our community each quarter. The welcome bags 
include small goods from local businesses, contact information for neighborhood leaders and local services, and tips 
on how to get more involved in our community. On average, we have between 20 to 30 new residents move in to the 
neighborhood each quarter.
Your continued support makes the Welcome Bag Initiative, and all of the other SLHNA events, possible. To those of you 
who have not become members yet this year – there is still time! To help ensure the future of SLHNA’s neighborhood 
programs, please join or renew your SLHNA membership today. You can do this in two ways:
1. By visiting http://stlhills.com/membership-benefits/slhna-membership/ and submitting your membership dues there; or
2. By mailing your membership dues (cash or check is accepted) to SLHNA, P.O. Box 190314, St. Louis, MO 63119-6314
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Greetings neighbors! The seasons are leading the 
crescendo to the best time of the year in my book. By the 
time this newsletter arrives in your hands Fall will be in 
full swing and the end of 2016 clearly in view. Not to push 
the calendar along, but there is so much going on in St. 
Louis Hills in September and October it is important to 
remember to “be of the moment”, stopping to appreciate 
where you are and what you are doing. If you are like me, 
this is always a challenge. Life happens fast! With the Run 
for the Hills, The Tour De Francis, Art in the Park and 
The St. Louis Hills House Tour, before you know it we’ll 
be listening to jokes and handing out treats to the cutest 
little demons! STOP, LOOK AROUND, BREATHE…The 
Japanese word for this is “Ikigai”.
Now to the point of this column, the 2016 Lawn & Garden 
Award Winners. It was very apparent to us as judges that 
many homeowners were passionately involved in the 
landscape design and curb appeal their lawns projected 
this year. Judging was tough as we had 74 lawns nominated! 
Unlike in years past where only 10 awards were given, the 
total was bumped up to 15 this year. Thank you to the 
judges who volunteered their time and talent to make 
this St. Louis Hills tradition happen! Thank you to Cyrus 
Wilmore for creating the award 75 years ago.

Spring, Summer, Fall...
by Terry North

Congratulations Winners of the 2016 Lawn & Garden:
5011 Donovan / Tom & Susie Campbell
4918 Tamm / Brian & Lisa Eichelberger

5404 Jamieson / Rick Palanck
6776 Westway / Robert Chester
10 Homeland / Andrew Schwartz
6529 Delor / Dave & Amy Kidwell

5921 Highfield / Chris & Erin Wegmann
6225 Helm / Charles & Denise Marnati

5847 Loran / Doug & Julie Hurst
6220 Walsh / Carl & Caroline Schwarzen

5833 Itaska / Tim & Brenda Patterson
6200 Devonshire / Bill & Sandy Meyer

6300 Devonshire / Scott & Jennifer LaPresta
6519 Murdoch / John & Marci Kuehner
4715 Vienna / Steve & Lorraine Brazile



My wife and I have been in the neighborhood for 10 years 
this year. In the beginning we did all of the landscaping 
ourselves, and while that hasn’t changed, there is just 
less to do now. I remember early on really hoping to win 
the Lawn & Garden Award, and when we did, it gave 
me redemption and a feeling of accomplishment to be 
recognized by the community. In my mind many of us go 
into the year with the hopes of winning the award, granted 
some could care less, but luckily those are few and far 
between. This past season we as judges saw more lawns 
really step it up compared to previous years. To that point 
we all win - KEEP IT UP, plan now for next year. 
Fall is the time to begin the process to improve the look of 
your lawn. Draw out a rough draft of your ideal landscape, 
and take it to a local nursery for guidance. Don’t forget 
to make notes of the sun and shade placement. Visit the 
Botanical Garden for inspiration and ideas. Did you know 
that the Botanical Garden will test your soil for free? I’ve 
used them twice in our 10 years here. Look outside the 
box and be creative with your selections. Use landscape 
elements to create visual interest. Many are not aware 
that the city of St. Louis offers vintage cobblestones to 
residents of the city at a more than fair price. The Street 
Department is located just North of I-44 on the right side 
of Hampton. These granite bricks serve as a beautiful 
walkway or bedding border. If you need a tree or shrubbery 
to punctuate your landscape, plant it before November. 
As for grass, professionals say do not fertilize Zoysia 
after September 1st. The single best thing you can do for 
the turf is to core aerate your lawn in late September. If 
you have blue grass, after you core aerate, apply a good 
quality Fall fertilizer that will do wonders for your Spring 
lawn, and of course follow by overseeding. TIP: DO NOT 
USE ANY TYPE OF WEED PREVENTATIVE WHEN 

OVERSEEDING, YOU WILL KILL THE SEEDS.
One last observation I have seen firsthand; one of our 
neighbors, who at one time had an award winning lawn, 
almost completely lost his Zoysia grass this year. It hurt 
watching what was a beautiful lawn in years past turn 
that dreaded color of brown. I took a picture and went 
to a local nursery and showed them what was happening 
because I certainly didn’t want to suffer a similar fate. The 
folks there knew exactly what the culprit was - CINCH 
BUG. They sold me a bag of insecticide for Cinch Bug, and 
hopefully that will do the trick. Be on the lookout for the 
nasty little pests!
As for the Lawn & Garden Award judging process, I am 
looking for judges for next year. If you have an interest 
in judging, please feel free to contact me via email at 
tcnorthdesignlines@sbcglobal.net.
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SOLUTIONS THAT PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
55 % of all adults do not have an estate plan. As a 
result their estates risk being subject to probate.

CALL 314-621-5743 | RWALAWFIRM.COM
Aaron G Weishaar
St. Gabriel The Archangel Parishioner

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.
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Featuring: Kevin Liddy
WHY I MOVED BACK TO ST. LOUIS HILLS
It all began in 1956. That was the year I was born. Four more siblings followed, namely, Karyn, Kim, Keith and Kourtney. We 
lived in a 2 bedroom flat in the 5300 block of Jamieson, which my grandparents owned. It was a wonderful neighborhood, 
with many youngsters to play with all day long. When I turned five years old, my parents moved us to the 6200 block of 
Walsh. From there, all five of us went to St. Gabe’s, and then we all graduated from DuBourg. What was really wonderful 
was the ability to walk to both schools. This allowed all of my siblings and me the opportunity to participate in numerous 
after school activities, as we didn’t have to worry about catching a ride home. During those years, I came to really love St. 
Louis Hills.
After graduating from DuBourg in 1974, I attended the U.S. Naval Academy and graduated from there in 1978. I visited 
over 30 countries and saw some amazing cities and towns, but my heart never left St. Louis Hills. After resigning my naval 
commission, my wife, who is from Cold Spring Harbor, NY, and I decided to put down roots in Connecticut, where we 
lived for 25 years. Job opportunities seemed to be more plentiful in the NY region during those years. Plus, I had come to 
love racing sailboats, a passion I developed at Annapolis. There was plenty of racing on Long Island Sound, from 300 mile 
races to around-the-buoys on Thursday night races. I spent most of my career in NY working at IBM, the last 10 years there 
managing their $500 million venture capital fund. It all came to a sudden end in November 2011.

My dad, a WWII veteran, had suffered 
a stroke, and my siblings needed me 
at home to help out. My boss at IBM 
agreed to let me work from St. Louis. 
So, we sold our home in Connecticut 
in the dead of winter in two days 
and moved to Wildwood.  Along 
with my wife was my daughter and 
granddaughter. We needed a big house 
to handle three generations under one 
roof. I retired from IBM in February 
2015, and my dad passed away two 
weeks later. Still too young to be fully 
retired, I bought some real estate in, 
where else, St. Louis Hills! I also wound 
up inheriting the flat that was originally 
my grandparents. My daughter and 
granddaughter moved out of our home 
in Wildwood in October 2015 into one 
of my apartments, and my wife and I 
soon realized it was crazy to keep a 
3,000 square foot house for just two 
people. So, we began to search for a 

I AM
ST. LOUIS 
HILLS

Integrated Program Delivery. It Defines Everything We Do. 

Engineering Architecture Program Management Development Construction 

One of the nation’s fastest growing firms 
is now in your neighborhood at 6500 Chippewa Street, Suite 200, St. Louis, MO 63109

Facebook “f” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f” Logo CMYK / .eps

www.core-eng.com



new home in the neighborhood that I have always loved. 
We found our new home in the 5400 block of Donovan 
and moved in May of this year.
St. Louis Hills has always been like a siren song to me. Once 
it grabs your heart, it never lets go, even after decades of 
living elsewhere. I am so glad to be back home! 

St. Louis Hills News and Views / September 2016             11

If you have a suggestion for a resident that has an interesting 
story and tie to St. Louis Hills, please submit it to the editor!

Streets Update   by Don Orf

The Board of Aldermen recently passed an ordinance 
(BB88, Ordinance 70333) creating a “Traffic Calming Policy” 
for the City of St. Louis. Taking into account concerns 
for neighborhood safety, this ordinance defines Traffic 
Calming as “physical design and other measures, including 
but not limited to, narrowed roads and Speed Humps, put 
into place on roads with the intention of slowing down or 
reducing motor vehicle traffic as well as improving safety 
for pedestrians and cyclists.” It authorizes the Director of 
Streets to develop and implement this policy, subject to 
the approval of the Board of Public Service (BPS).
If a resident is interested in some sort of “Traffic Calming” 
measure for a street, the course of action would be to go 
to the Citizens’ Service Bureau site and document the 
request. A consensus of neighbors on the street/in the 
area will likely be helpful in a request moving forward. 
The process is that an evaluation on the request would be 
performed by a traffic engineer to see if it (or some version 
of it) is warranted and those findings would be reviewed 
by BPS, Streets Department and the Alderman. The final 
hurdle will, of course, be budgetary—whether funds are 
available to support a request. This policy is an extension 
of the “Complete Streets” effort in our city to make St. 
Louis safer for motorists, pedestrians and cyclists. If the 
SLHNA Streets & Property Committee can assist you with 
a request in some way, contact me: fronod59@gmail.com

New “Traffic Calming” Ordinance In St. Louis

Since the official launch 
of the David R. Francis 
Memorial Statue fundraising 
effort in the last edition of St. 
Louis Hills News and Views, a 
significant amount of money 
has been donated, including 
$10,000 each from the St. 
Louis Hills Neighborhood 
Association, the Friends 
of Francis Park, and Art in 
the Park. In addition to that 
$30,000, individual and local 
businesses have donated 
another $30,000. Our goal 
is to raise $120,000, which 
includes all of the prep 
and foundation work for 
the statue. Please consider 
making a donation now. A 
donation of $250 or more 
will enable you or someone 
you love to be memorialized 
in Francis Park, whether it be 
a clay or bronze brick, or a 
plaque. For more information 
on donations, please visit 
www.drfstatue.org. 
When you visit www.drfstatue.org, please see the “Park 
Lovers” tab at the top of the page. Note the comments made 
by people who have great memories of the Park. Also, please 
post your memories of Francis Park, too.
The picture that accompanies this article shows Harry 
Weber working on the original art in clay. As noted in the last 
newsletter, Harry is an internationally known sculptor. Please 
visit his website for more information. www.harryweber.com

DRF Memorial Statue
Donation Update
by Rick Palank
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For this history report, I would like to share with you two special articles. One article, “I Remember St. Louis Hills,” was 
written to the editor by a St. Louis Hills boy overseas in the September, 1945 issue of “News of St. Louis Hills.” Charles 
Cordeal has fond memories of his neighborhood, during the war. This publication was sent to neighbors’ homes by the 
Cyrus Crane Willmore Organization Realtors.

The second article was published in 1930 by the Cyrus Crane Willmore Organization in a different publication called “City 
Beautiful.” The article was written by Fred Pape, Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, “Francis Park Destined to be One 
of the Beauty Spots of St. Louis.” If Mr. Pape were here today participating with you, our wonderful Neighbors, Friends of 
Francis Park, St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association, and Art in the Park, what would he think?

by Nancy VordtriedeSLHNA History Committee Report 



The SLHNA Finance Committee would like to thank all 
neighborhood residents who have paid their $30 dues for 
2016! Without your support there would be no St. Louis 
Hills Neighborhood Association. Your dues are the main 
funding source for all events and key initiatives provided 
by SLHNA throughout the year. Your dues support the 
SLHNA Scholarship, the Easter Egg Hunt, the Membership 
Committee Welcome Bag initiative, the Christmas Tree 
Lighting, this newsletter, the annual holiday party, the SLHNA 
House Tour, and the list goes on. Your dues are the lifeblood 
of this organization, and the SLHNA is grateful for all who 
have paid their dues this year and in years past. 
As an introduction, Nancy Vordtriede currently serves as 
your treasurer. Nancy has been involved with the SLHNA for 
many years and her work as treasurer does not go unnoticed. 
Nancy has been and is an integral part of the volunteer 
board.
The goals of the SLHNA Finance Committee are multifaceted. 
The first main goal is to be good stewards of the membership 
dues paid by our hard working members. Because 
membership is completely voluntary, the committee has an 
obligation to let members know where their dues are going 
and to make sure dues are being spent wisely. With that in 
mind, we will share financial updates with the neighborhood 
via future newsletters. 
The second key goal of the committee is to continually 
evaluate how dues are being used and to look for ways 
to improve efficiency and manage expenses within the 
organization. We are working to implement a structured 
approach to budgeting and to look for ways to do more 
with the dues that are collected. A good example of this is 
the recent decision to look for neighborhood volunteers to 
help deliver the SLHNA quarterly newsletter. In the past the 
SLHNA would spend upwards of $1,000 per issue to have 
the quarterly newsletter delivered to residents. So far in 
2016, neighborhood residents have graciously helped deliver 
two newsletters (including the one you are reading) and a 
neighborhood events flyer, saving the SLHNA over $2,000. 
$2,000 equates to the dues of over 65 paying members! This 
money can now be used to fund other events or initiatives 
within the neighborhood! We cannot thank our volunteers 
enough!  
The third core goal of the committee is to provide the board 
direction with the overall financial picture of the organization. 
Finance plays an integral part in all aspects of the SLHNA, 

by Drew Niermann

SLHNA Finance
Committee Report $

FINANCIAL REPORT
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 

diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam.

WHO WE ARE? WHAT WE DO?
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and the committee is in place to help the board make 
sound financial decisions on how to use the dues from 
our membership.
We have many additional goals and initiatives as we 
move forward. These ideas include looking for ways to 
become more technologically advanced and to find new 
avenues for members to pay their dues. The SLHNA 
is looking for ways to leverage technology and data 
to streamline our processes and to better serve the 
neighborhood. One example of this will be increased 
use of mobile payment platforms such as Square. The 
SLHNA currently has access to several square readers 
and we plan to expand use of these at future events. 
Other initiatives include looking for ways to generate 
more revenue, as the more revenue we can bring in, 
the more we can do for the neighborhood. Additional 
revenue can be brought in via new events, new SLHNA 
merchandise, new advertising/marketing opportunities, 
and increases in the total number of paying members. 
As we move forward, the SLHNA encourages all 
members to get involved, and we welcome and 
appreciate your help. Your help can come in the form 
of sharing your ideas (via email, at a board meeting or 
at a general membership meeting), volunteering for an 
event, volunteering to deliver newsletters, or it can come 
in the form of volunteering to be a part of a committee. 
If you are interested in becoming involved, please e-mail 
me directly at aniermann@gmail.com.

St. Louis Hills’ youngest volunteer to date.
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by Joyce Bytnar

NAEGER
Family Insurance

Agencies

www.naegerins.com

Whether you are getting ready to purchase a new home or auto, have opened 
a new business, or have a current policy that you would like to compare, we 

can help you properly insure yourself and save money every month.

Proud Supporters of the SLHNA

4657 Hampton Ave. • St. Louis, MO 63109
314-802-8841

SLHNA Annual Scholarship Award
SLHNA awarded the annual one-year scholarships to 
five deserving students from St. Gabriel the Archangel 
School this past May. Recipients were:

Bernadette Bergman
Heading to Visitation Academy

Grace Killian
Starting at Cor Jesu Academy

Lindsey Hiette
Attending Bishop DuBourg

Ava Hohn
Choosing Rosait-Kain
Addison Gherardini

Becoming a Marker at Nerinx Hall

The scholarship is offered to eighth graders whose 
parents have a history of membership in SLHNA. 
Students are judged on scholarship, leadership, and 
community service by submitting a report card, an essay 
with the title “Why I am Deserving of this Scholarship,” 
lists of community service and extra-curricular activities, 
and a letter of recommendation. At least six judges 
read each blind application and award points in each 
category. Scores are added together, and the highest 
scoring students receive the scholarships. Each year 
the judges are really impressed with the applications.  
A message announcing the scholarships is sent to 
grade school area principals, including St. Raphael the 
Archangel, St. Gabriel the Archangel, and Word of Life 
schools. The application information is transmitted in 
March with a deadline for all submissions by mid-April 
so that scholarships can be awarded at graduation 
ceremonies in May. Children of members who do not 
attend local schools can find out about the scholarship 
in church bulletins or online at the SLHNA website 
(stlhills.com). Applications can be downloaded from the 
website each March.

Bernadette Bergman Grace Killian

Lindsey Hiette Ava Hohn

Addison Gherardini
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by Terry NorthColoring Our Neighborhood For Over 29 Years
Up the road (Watson) and around the bend (past Biggies) is a business that clearly defines the spirit of the neighborhood; 
friendly, long term, knowledgeable, and owned by neighbors. Oh, and did I mention Colorful? Tom and Sharon Brady are 
the founders and owners of Colors of Spring Landscaping and Nursery. Over 29 years ago this newly married couple took 
a leap, and started this landmark destination on Watson Road. The spot previously known as Vito’s Used Cars has been 
pushing out daisies, geraniums, mums, and all things green since 1987.
The couple met one Friday evening while Tom stopped in at The Water House in Dogtown. There the lovely Sharon worked 
serving cold beers and caught Tom’s eye, or was it the other way around? Before long they were hooked and married in 
1981. It was in those early days when Tom developed a love and passion for the nursery business. Working part time doing 
landscape work to make a few extra bucks for his new family, the young couple saw the corner lot at Watson and Fyler and 
began to dream. That dream became a reality in 1987 as they turned the string lights and concrete of a used car lot into 
a beautiful garden store. Sharon, an avid reader and student, took her natural talent for design and love for nature into 
the new business. Tom tells the story of how on the first weekend they were open, they sold their entire inventory out by 
Saturday afternoon. Together they thought, “Wow this is FUN! Let’s do it again next weekend”, and so it began… It wasn’t 
long before they realized they couldn’t do it alone and along came Jean Crews. Jean is Sharon’s right hand, maybe her left 
hand too. Both possess incredible knowledge about products they sell.
We all have choices when it comes to buying nursery stock, but what separates Colors of Spring from the Big Box Stores, in 
my book, comes down to local suppliers. Bedding plants are from local suppliers, and deliveries and replenishment of plant 
stock is timely and fresh. Plants offered are grown for our St. Louis climate and our conditions, two very important criteria. 
Several of Color of Spring’s preferred growers are in their fourth generation. Reputations are rooted in the good dirt!
In conversation with Tom and Sharon, you recognize that this is more than a business for them. They are extremely proud 
to tell you how many kids from the neighborhood they have employed through the years and how many loyal clients and 
customers (friends) they see come back season after season. The high point for Tom is oddly in the winter as he and Sharon 
begin to plan for the upcoming growing season, and they 
select the incoming plant and hard-goods inventory. 
Understandably, the low point centers around the Dog 
Days of Summer when nobody is planting and the nursery 
is missing color; after all it’s not called Colors of Spring for 
nothing!
As longtime residents of St. Louis Hills, they moved here 
in 1991, you can often find Sharon walking throughout 
the neighborhood. Tom, on the other hand, is probably 
moving from job site to job site making sure the junipers 
are planted straight by his crew, or he is coaching youth 
basketball at the Southside Basketball Academy.
OK, the question everyone wants to know, where did 
they go to high school?! Tom is a 1978 graduate of Bishop 
DuBourg, and Sharon is a 19… graduate of Notre Dame. 
They have one daughter, Megan, who has obviously been 
in and out of the nursery business her whole life. However, 
her love is teaching and girls basketball, as she is the coach 
for Nerinx Hall High School.
When it comes down to it, it’s all about people. Oh and 
pumpkins, don’t forget to get your pumpkins, Tom says 
this year is a bumper crop. Go see Tom, Sharon & Jean at 
Colors of Spring, and keep it in the neighborhood! 

Colors of Spring    3298 Watson Road    314-781-0765
Tom’s secret lawn tip: fertilize your Zoysia with Milorganite into 
early October.

Sharon’s Mum tip: Mums will re-bloom. Cut back the first color 
reveal once they are spent, and they will bloom again, provided 
you water and fertilize them during the fall growing season.



Art in the Park - Sept. 25

St. Louis Hills General Member Meeting - Sept. 28
Location TBD at 7:00pm

St. Louis Hills House Tour - Oct. 9

4th Annual Brew in the Lou - Oct. 15
Francis Park

St. Louis Hills Board Meeting - Oct. 26

St. Louis Hills Board Meeting - Nov. 16
Buder Library at 7:00pm

St. Louis Hills Holiday Party - Dec. 3

- - ALL EVENTS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - -
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FOR ST. LOUIS HILLS RESIDENTS

15424 MANCHESTER ROAD,  ELLISVILLE, MISSOURI  63011     

Mon-Thurs: 10am - 6:30pm     Fri, Sat: 10am-5:30pmHOURS

Come see your neighbor and Dau designer,  
Christy North. She’ll help you pull together  
the perfect room!  Mention this ad and  
SAVE 40%* on one item of Vanguard furniture.

THE LOOK YOU WANT. 
A PRICE YOU’LL LOVE. 

DauFurniture.com 636 394 3005

The Holly Sofa by  Vanguard
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Saint Louis Hills
Christmas Tree Lighting

Come out to meet ;
 •  Fredbird •  Louie (the Blues mascot)
 •  The Billiken •  Mr. and Mrs. Claus 

•  Enjoy a Carriage Ride on Nottingham Ave.

•  FREE cookies from Dad's Cookies

•  FREE coffee and hot chocolate from Starbucks.  

November 27, 2016, from 7-9 pm
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